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Advent Project 2020 
Welcome to Living Hope’s Advent Project for the year 2020! We are 
so glad that you have joined us. We hope that this season can be a 
special time of reflection of who Jesus is. To help make the season 
extra special, we have prepared a booklet and some supplies. We 
know that most of you are experiencing Advent and Christmas in 
your homes this year and this booklet and wreath is meant to 
empower you to bring some of the church traditions into your homes. 

You are invited to use this book as a guide to thinking deeper about 
Advent, and also a way of introducing an advent tradition in your 
household. Rather than lighting the candle during the service, 
households are encouraged to read through the liturgy and light the 
candles beforehand as a way of preparing ourselves for our time of 
worship. In a season where so much of our church and worship is 
done through a screen, the candles give a reminder of something 
tactile and present. They help us prepare for a God who came to be 
with us, in flesh, present. Since March, we have been lighting the 
Christ candle to represent the radiant presence of Christ. We will be 
putting that practice on hold for Advent, lighting each candle on the 
way to the Christ candle, building up our anticipation of the day we 
celebrate Christ’s arrival. 

 

HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET 
The main intention of the booklet is to provide a liturgy for each 
week of Advent. The liturgy can be found on pages 9-24 You are 
encouraged to read through it before hand and assign readers – feel 
free to be creative for your household – depending on reading ability. 

There are 4 readers listed. If your household has children that are 
newer to reading we recommend giving them readers 3 or 4 as they 
have less challenging lines.  
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AN ADVENT POEM 
 

O Emmanuel 
O come, O come, and be our God-with-us 

O long-sought With-ness for a world without, 

O secret seed, O hidden spring of light. 

Come to us Wisdom, come unspoken Name, 

Come Root, and Key, and King, and holy Flame. 

O quickened little wick so tightly curled, 

Be folded with us into time and place, 

Unfold for us the mystery of grace 

And make a womb of all this wounded world. 

O heart of heaven beating in the earth, 

O tiny hope within our hopelessness 

Come to be born, to bear us to birth, 

To touch a dying world with new-made hands 

And make this rage of time our swaddling bands. 

 

– Malcolm Guite 
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TWO MORE THINGS  
Alongside the wreath and the liturgy we are encouraging the 
households of Living Hope to be a blessing in two specific ways.  

The first is encouraging others in the church and your community 
through a Christmas postcard.  

The second is by participating in the Build-a-Farm Fundraiser for 
World Renew which includes some a friendly competition with the 
other CRC churches in Abbotsford. An independent document has 
been created to describe this fundraising initiative in detail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT POSTCARDS  
In the bag you will find 2 postcards. One to a designated person in 
the church and another to be sent to someone of your choosing! Both 
postcards already have the postage paid. We ask that you be in prayer 
as you consider who would appreciate a Christmas postcard this 
season. It could be someone you know from school or work, 
someone your related to, someone who you know needs 
encouragement, or someone in the church!  
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How to Make Your Wreath 
You have been given a bag or a box of supplies for your wreath. 
Here is a step by step explanation of how to make yours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are encouraged to send pictures of your wreath to 
office@livinghopecrc.ca so that we can share our images of our 
wreaths and get a better sense of how we are doing these separately 
together.  

STEP 1 Tie the ribbon around the candles. 

 

STEP 2   Place wood somewhere sturdy and 
arrange the candles on it with the 
white ribbon in the centre. For 
extra stability, fix them to the 
wood with glue. 

 

STEP 3   Add the wreath greenery. 

 

STEP 4   There is no step 4. You’re done! 
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Fun Facts 

ABOUT ADVENT & THE WREATH 

 

WHY ADVENT?   
Advent means arrival – or coming.  

We celebrate advent to prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus.  
 

Advent is the beginning of the Church liturgical year. In the church 
calendar, advent is meant to stand in contrast to the cultural business 
of Christmas. In advent, business is replaced by the long wait of 
Israel for the coming of their messiah. As we look to how others 
prepared for Jesus, we are reminded of the preparations we share 
with Israel as we wait and long for Jesus to come again.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
WHY A WREATH?   

Circle | The wreath, first of all, has a circular shape. 
The circle, with out beginning or end, reminds us of 
Jesus’ divinity, of his sacrifice in becoming 
Immanuel, and of his unending love and care for us. 

 

Evergreens | The evergreens, as sign of life amid the 
starkness of winter, point to Christ’s redemptive gift 
of life, now and forever. With the assurance of this 
gift, we can eagerly pray for Christ to return and 
restore all of creation. 
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Advent cultivates in us a discerning eye, helping us to 
spot the sin that clutters our lives and notice the ways 
we need to be saved. By helping us to hope intensely 
for restoration, to feel our own need to be saved, 
Advent prepares us for Christmas joy and faith in the 
one who saves us from our sin, Jesus. 

Philip Reinders, SEEKING GOD’S FACE 



 

 

WHY CANDLES?   
Lighting the candles is a visual aid that helps us better see and 
understand the season. 

 

Light in darkness is a familiar theme throughout scripture: 

• Genesis 1:1-5 | The Bible begins in darkness and God creating 
light and declaring it to be good. 

• Psalm 27 | The Lord is described as light and salvation. 

• Isaiah 9 and 11 address Israel as people who walked in darkness 
and see a great light – and then it goes on to talk about the 
messiah. 

• Isaiah 59 and 60 speak of waiting for light and experiencing 
darkness. We depend on God to bring the light. 

• John 1 | Jesus is the life and light for all peoples. The light 
shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome it.  

• Revelation 21-22 | In renewed creation there is no sun because 
God’s full presence is light.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 CANDLES  |  Each Sunday the candles are lit. Each representing a 
movement towards the light of Christ that is to be lit on Christmas 
day. Having 4 candles before Christmas helps to sharpen our 
anticipation for the coming of Jesus.   

 

COLOURS  | The different colours of the candles carry symbolism. 

Purple |  Most advent traditions have purple candles 
because it is a colour that signifies royalty of the coming 
King.  
 

Pink/Rose-coloured | This candle is lit on the third Sunday, 
a time of joy.  
 

White |  The centre candle, the Christ candle, is always 
white. It signifies the purity and light of Christ.  
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Advent 2020 

LONG EXPECTED JESUS 

 

WAITING 

COVID-19 has been a season of waiting: waiting for in person 
services; waiting for a chance to be able to see others we have not 
seen for a long time; and waiting for restrictions to lift. During 
COVID-19 we have been forced into this waiting. It carries with it 
some uncertainty, we don’t know what our future meetings will look 
like, but we have a hope that eventually we will be able to gather in 
larger groups and sing together again. We are waiting for the arrival 
of news from the health officials to tell us that restrictions are being 
lifted. This is good news. 

Advent is a season for waiting. It is a season where we are reminded 
of Israel waiting for the arrival of their Saviour. As we look to the 
many years they waited, we recognize that there was long, expectant 
waiting for Jesus to come. During advent, we echo this waiting as we 
long for the second coming of Christ. We join in the call for the long 
expected Jesus to come again to set all things right. Perhaps because 
of COVID-19 this waiting is easier to imagine than normal. We 
collectively share a longing for things to be different. We know what 
it feels like when things are ‘not the way they are supposed to be.’  

 
PREPARING 

Advent itself can be translated as ‘arriving or coming.’ It is a season 
where we put special attention to the fact that Jesus is coming again 
and we often do this by entering into Israel’s story of Jesus’ first 
arrival. Contrary to it being a time of nativity stories, Advent 
traditionally is a time of reminding ourselves that things are not as 
they are supposed to be, and that we are deeply reliant on God to set 
things right. It is a time of self-awareness, as we look towards the sin 
that clutters our own lives and we prepare the way of the LORD. As 
we enter into the advent season, you are invited to consider with your 
household: How can we prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus 
this year? 
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One way we can prepare ourselves as a church is joining in the 
tradition of lighting the candles of the advent wreath. Each week as 
we light the candles, we look expectantly to the day we can light the 
center candle which represents the coming of Christ – the light to the 
world! 

 

 

AS A CHURCH WE WILL BE LOOKING AT THESE 
PASSAGES LEADING UP TO CHRISTMAS: 
 

NOV 29 | HOPE 
Psalm 25  “You are my God my Savior, and my hope is in 
you all day long.” 

On this week we remember: Jesus is the HOPE of Psalm 25.  
 

DEC 6 | LOVE 
Psalm 85  “Show us your unfailing love, O LORD, and 
grant us your salvation.” 

On this week we remember: Jesus is demonstrates the 
unfailing LOVE of Psalm 85. 
 

DEC 13 | JOY 
Psalm 126  “The LORD has done great things for me” 

On this week we remember: Jesus brings the JOY that is 
longed for in Psalm 126. 
 

DEC 20 | PEACE 
Psalm 122 / 72  “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem” 

On this week we remember: Jesus brings the PEACE that 
Psalm 122 hopes for. 
 

DEC 25 | CHRISTMAS 
Psalm 98  “Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done 
marvelous things” 

On this week we remember: The birth of Jesus is the new 
song of the LORD doing marvelous things. 
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Hope 
 FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT  

 

READING 

READER 1  Today is special because it is the beginning of a new 
season. We call this season “Advent.” 

 

READER 4  What does that mean? 

 

READER 2  “Advent” is a word that means “to come.” It is a time 
when we get ready, preparing ourselves for the coming of Jesus Christ. 
Jesus came when he was born on Christmas day. 

 

READER 3  What are some things that we might do to get ready? 

 

READER 4  We should get our hearts ready by thinking about Him. 

 

READER 2   What we are doing right now around our Advent wreath 
is a way of preparing for Christmas. This is the first Sunday in Advent. 

 

READER 3  Today, we light one purple candle. 

 

READER 1 The traditional color for Advent is purple which refers to 
the coming of the royal King, Jesus Christ. Purple is also a deep color 
that symbolizes spiritual darkness outside the light of Christ.  

 

READER 3  The first candle is the candle of hope. 

 

READER 2  (Light the first candle) I lit this candle to remind us that 
we wait with hope for the day when we celebrate again the birth of 
Jesus. We hope that everyone will come to know God and worship 
God. 
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ALL  Sing: “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”  

 

(If you would prefer to sing with music or want to listen to 
the song instead, we’ve provided YouTube links for each 
week’s song)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utpZAIycWFU 

 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer,  

Our spirits by Thine advent here: 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  

and death’s dark shadows put to flight.  Refrain 

 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 
and order all things far and night; 
to us the path of knowledge show 
and teach us in its ways to go.  Refrain 

 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
all peoples in one heart and mind. 
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; 
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. Refrain x2 
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READER 2  Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, God spoke 
through prophets in the Old Testament to tell people that the Messiah, 
Jesus Christ, would come. This candle of hope is symbolic of the long 
years of waiting and hoping for when Jesus Christ would come to save 
the people from their sins. 

 

READER 1  The Psalms point towards Jesus in ways that show us 
dependence on God to come and bring salvation from sin. In Psalm 25 
it teaches us to place our hope in God saying: “You are my God my 
Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” 

 

READER 3  Jesus takes away our sin and we look forward to the day 
that Jesus comes back again to make all things new. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

READER 4  Hope was also given in the prophet Isaiah who said: 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. (7:14) 

 

READER 1  The prophet Isaiah reminds us of the hope that God gives 
us in Jesus Christ. We have many lights around us at Christmas time. 

 

READER 3  The lights can remind us that Jesus is the light of the 
world. 

 

READER 4  (Prayer):  Thank you, Jesus, for coming to earth, just like 
the prophets said, and for your promise to come again. Thank you, 
Jesus, for being our light so we know how to live. AMEN 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

• What is hope? 

• Who are the people in our world who need hope? 

• What are the hopes we have for our world today? 

• How do we help others know that God gives hope? 
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Love 
 SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT  

 

READING 

READER 1  This is the second Sunday in Advent. Do you remember 
why we are taking time to be together around our Advent wreath? 

 

READER 2  To remember that Advent is a time of preparation. 
During these days we are getting our hearts ready for the coming of 
the Christ Child. Today, we light two purple candles. 

 

READER 3  Last time we lit the candle of hope. (Light the first 
purple candle.) 

 

READER 4  I will light another candle today, on the second Sunday 
in Advent, to remind us that Jesus came to earth to show and tell us 
of God’s love. (Light the second purple candle.)  

 

READER 1  During this Advent, we turn to the Psalms that teach us 
to pray “Show us your unfailing love, O LORD, and grant us your 
salvation” (Psalm 85). We pray this knowing that it points us to 
God's gift of Jesus to the world and know that God's love for all 
people is the reason for this gift.  

 

READER 3  Love comes at Christmas in Jesus Christ.  
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ALL Sing: “AWAY IN A MANGER”  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jqh0_pAMeeo 

 
Away in a manger 
No crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus 
Lay down His sweet head 

 

The stars in the sky 
Looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus 
Asleep on the hay 

 

The cattle are lowing 
The Baby wakes 
But little Lord Jesus 
No crying He makes 

 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus 
Look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle 
'Til morning is nigh 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus 
I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever 
And love me, I pray 

 

Bless all the dear children 
In Thy tender care 
And fit us for Heaven 
To live with Thee there. 
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READER 4  When we look at the second candle, we remember 
God's love.  

 

READER  1  Matthew 1:18 - “Mary, was engaged to be married to 
Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a 
virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit.”  

 

READER 4  In Matthew 1:20 an angel told Joseph: “The child 
within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will have a 
son, and you are to name Him Jesus, for He will save His people 
from their sins.” 

 

READER 2  John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” 

 

READER 3  During Advent we remember God loves us. 

 

READER 1  (Prayer): Thank you, God, for your son, Jesus. Thank 
you that you love us so much that you sent your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Help us to love one another, our friends at school, and people 
everywhere we go. AMEN. 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

• Who are the people in our world who need the message of God’s 
love? 

• How do we help others know God's love? 
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Joy 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT  

 

READING 

READER 1  This is the second Sunday in Advent. Do you remember 
why we are taking time to be together around our Advent wreath? 

 
READER 1  This is the third Sunday in Advent. Do you remember 
why we are taking time to be together around our Advent wreath? 

 

READER 2  To remember that Advent is a time of preparation. 
During these days we are getting our hearts ready for the coming of 
the Christ Child.  

 

READER 3  On the first Sunday we lit the candle of hope. (Light the 
first purple candle.) 

 

READER 4  We wait with hope for the day when we celebrate again 
the birth of Jesus. 

 

READER 1  On the second Sunday we lit the candle of love to 
remind us that Jesus came to earth to show and tell us of God’s love. 
(Light the second purple candle.) 

 

READER 2  Today, on the third Sunday of Advent, I will light the 
candle of joy. (Light the pink candle.) Pink symbolizes a break in the 
darkness, and a time of joy as Christ’s birthday gets closer.  

 

READER 3  As we light the candle we joyfully say with the Psalmist 
“the LORD has done great things for me” (Psalm 126). We have joy 
as we remember God’s gift of Jesus to the world.  

 

READER 4  Rejoice! 
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ALL Sing: “JOY TO THE WORLD” 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyciMYZq2-Y 

 

Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the Earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
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READER 1  When we look at the third candle, we remember God’s 
promise of joy. God promised to send a Savior to the people.  

 

READER 2  In the Bible, we read of Mary’s joy. Luke 1:46-47: 
Mary said, “Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. How my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior!” 

 

READER 3  Mary’s words can guide us to look for the joy of God 
even when things may be uncertain for us.  

 

READER 4  When Jesus was born, the angels comforted shepherds 
with the joy of the good news.  

 

READER 2  Luke 2:8-11: “There were shepherds staying in the 
fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of 
the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord's glory 
surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured them. 
‘Don't be afraid!’ he said. ‘I bring you good news that will bring 
great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has 
been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!” 

 

READER 3  During Advent we rejoice. 

 

READER 4 (Prayer): Lord, today we rejoice. We rejoice because our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus was born. Fill our hearts and our days with 
joy. We rejoice that you are with us always. Help us live in such a 
way that our words and our actions help others know of the joy you 
give. AMEN  

 

 

DISCUSSION 

• Who in our world needs God’s joy? 

• What are our hopes for joy in our world today? 

• How do we help others know that God gives joy? 
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Peace 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

READING 

READER 1  This is the fourth time we are celebrating Advent. Do 
you remember why we are taking time to be together around our 
Advent wreath? 

 

READER 2  To remember that Advent is a time of preparation.  

 

READER 3  During these days we are getting our hearts ready for 
the coming of the Christ Child.  

 

READER 4   The first time we lit the candle of hope. We wait with 
hope for the day when we celebrate again the birth of Jesus. (Light 
the first purple candle.) 

 

READER 1  The second time we lit the candle of love to remind us 
that Jesus came to earth to show and tell us of God’s love. (Light the 
second purple candle.) 

 

READER 3  We lit the third candle to remind us that the angels told 
the shepherds “good news that will bring great joy to all 
people.” (Light the pink candle.) 

 

READER 2   Today, we light the candle of peace. (Light the fourth 
purple candle). Our world is not always a peaceful world. People 
sometimes hurt other people. But God promises peace. During 
Advent, we pray the words of the Psalmist who says “Peace be 
within you” (Psalm 122). This is part of the Psalmist’s prayer that 
God’s peace goes all places. 
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ALL Sing: “ HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING” 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xa5O6EnJtLk 

 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem."  

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored: 

Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

Late in time behold him come, 

Offspring of the favored one. 

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; 

Hail, the incarnate Deity: 

Pleased, as man, with men to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

Hail! the heaven born Prince of peace! 

Hail! the Son of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that we no more may die: 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 
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READER 4   When we look at the fourth candle, we remember that 
the angels told the shepherds about the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ.  

  

READER 1  Luke 2:13-14: “Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast 
host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying, 
‘Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with 
whom God is pleased.’” 

 

READER 2   Isaiah 9:6: “For a Child is born to us, a Son is given to 
us. The government will rest on His shoulders. And He will be 
called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.” 

 

READER 1  (Prayer): Thank you, Father, for sending your son, 
Jesus. Thank you for those in our world today who seek to act for 
peace. Help us look for ways to be peacemakers at home, at church 
and at school. AMEN. 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

• What is peace? 

• Who in our world needs to hear about God’s peace? 

• What are our hopes for peace in our world today? 
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Christmas Day Service 
READING 

READER 1  Today is Christmas. The day we have waited for and 
prepared for is finally here!  

 

READER 2   Today we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 

 

READER 3   As we waited for this day we lit four candles. 

 

READER 4   The first candle we lit was the candle of hope. (Light 
the first purple candle.) 

 

READER 1  The second time we lit the candle of love. (Light the 
second purple candle.) 

 

READER 2   The third time we lit the candle of Joy. (Light the pink 
candle.) 

 

READER 3  The fourth candle we lit was the candle of peace. (Light 
the fourth purple candle). 

 

READER 1  Today, on Christmas, we also light the center white 
candle. This candle represents Jesus. When we light this candle, we 
remember Jesus’ birth. Our waiting has ended. 

(Light the center white candle.) 

 

READER 2   Psalm 98 teaches us to sing saying, “Sing to the LORD 
a new song, for he has done marvelous things.” In Jesus we see God 
beginning something new, inviting us into new praises! Jesus is born! 
“The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in 
Bethlehem, the city of David!” (Luke 2:11) 

 

 

21 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL  Sing: “SILENT NIGHT” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1DCeFEEruY 

 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright. 
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah, 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Christ the Savior is born. 
 

Silent night, holy night! 
Wondrous star, lend thy light.  
With the angels let us sign, 
Alleluia to our King! 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Christ the Savior is born. 
 

Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light. 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth 
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
 

 

READER 4  When we look at the center candle, we remem-
ber that Jesus is the light of the world. 
 

READER 1  John 8:12: “Jesus spoke to the people once 
more and said, ‘I am the light of the world. If you follow 
Me, you won't have to walk in darkness, because you will 
have the light that leads to life.’” 
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READER 3  God sent Jesus to give hope, peace, joy, and love to all 
people.  

 

READER 1  Far away from Bethlehem, wise men saw a star in the 
sky. They remind us that the gift of Jesus was not just for the people 
in one place, but for all people. 

 

READER 2  Matthew 2:1-2: “Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 
during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men from 
eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the newborn 
king of the Jews? We saw His star as it rose, and we have come to 
worship Him.’” 

 

READER 1  Matthew 2:10-11: “When they saw the star, they were 
filled with joy! They entered the house and saw the child with His 
mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they 
opened their treasure chests and gave Him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.” 

 

READER 4   God used a star to guide the wise men to Jesus.  

 

READER 3  God has guided us to the true meaning of Christmas 
during advent. God has come into the world in Jesus Christ to be 
with us so that we will experience God’s hope, joy, love, and peace. 

 

READER 2  (Prayer) Thank you, God, for your son, Jesus. Thank 
you for sending Jesus for all people. On this Christmas Day, help us 
remember and rejoice again because Jesus was born. Help us live 
every day remembering your love and care and showing that love 
and care to others. AMEN 

 

 

 
DISCUSSION 

• What are our hopes on this Christmas Day for our world? 

• How can we help people remember God's promises after 
Christmas Day is over? 
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Appendix 

SOME EXTRA THINGS ABOUT ADVENT 
 

ADVENT THEMES   
There is no single advent theme for different Sundays. In the CRC it 
was not common to have a formal advent season until the 1960s. 
Since then, a blend of different advent traditions throughout the 
Christian history have been used by different Christian Reformed 
Churches. Typically we centre on the words Hope, Love, Joy, and 
Peace – though the order of these are subject to change. Other times 
it is a focus on traditional advent candles like the Prophecy candle, 
Bethlehem candle, Shepherds candle, and Angels candle. Another 
common option is to have a focus on the themes of light in the midst 
of darkness throughout scripture. In any case, there is no single 
‘advent candle’ theme – but a variety – all of which point towards an 
anticipation of the coming of Jesus. 

 

1. HOPE | Prophecy: remembered those who first spoke the promise 
of the coming Christ child. 
 

2. LOVE | Bethlehem: a symbol of the preparations being made to 
receive and cradle the Christ child. 
 

3. HOPE |  Shepherds: remembering the first in a long line of people 
who joyfully shared the good news of the Savior's birth.  
 

4. PEACE | Angels: we were reminded of the hope fulfilled in the 
first coming of our Savior and of our continuing hope as we 
anticipate his coming again. 
 

5. CHRIST | Christmas Day:  Advent season ends. We no longer 
wait! That great event for which we waited has happened. God's 
promise of a Redeemer is fulfilled. Christ Jesus is born. We light the 
Christ candle with praise to our God who brings joy to the world.  
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STAY CONNECTED! 

LIVINGHOPECRC.CA 

Wishing you a blessed  
 Advent Season! 


