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The search team and Council, after much prayer, and feeling the Lord’s guidance and leading   
present the name of: 

 

 

Currently of Hamilton, Ontario to the congregation to be our next Pastor of Youth and Families. 

ABOUT BEN WIMMERS 

Ben completed his B.Sc in Life Sciences at McMaster University after 
serving with Youth With A Mission in Northern Europe for two years. 
During his time with YWAM, Ben developed a love of teaching, 
preaching, and community outreach. He will be finishing his Masters of 
Divinity at McMaster Divinity College this June alongside his completion 
of the EPMC program at Calvin Seminary. Provided he is approved at 
Synod he will be seeking ordination in the Christian Reformed Church. In 
the past few years, he has also served at several churches where he has 
gotten experience in working with youth and children’s programs. He 
currently is in a part time position at First Hamilton CRC where he co-
leads profession of faith classes, teaches the Heidelberg Catechism to 
grade 7 and 8 students, and preaches. Ben enjoys unwinding from a 
day’s work by going on hikes with his exuberant pup, Winnie, & enjoying 
the best of Hamilton’s food, drink, and art scene with his wife, Kristina.  

More on Ben, including sermon links and a summary of his faith journey, can be found on the following pages. 
 

 

 

SEARCH TEAM PROCESS 

Our team has been looking over the past two years for someone to fill this role. We have advertised in various 
places to get as many candidates as possible. This process included over 20 applicants, dozens of zoom 
interviews, a number of in-person interviews, Youth interviews, background checks and lots of phone calls.   

Once we had narrowed down our candidates, we had the youth lead an interview and had a second interview 
with the search team. Following this, we flew Ben and Kristina to participate in a youth night, meet with the 
staff, have an in-person interview, and see Living Hope on a Sunday morning.  

After much reflection and prayer, the team has decided to recommend Ben Wimmers to council and the 
congregation as Pastor of Youth and Families. Council has approved this motion and seeks the congregation’s 
approval.  

Thank you! From The Search Team for a Pastor of Youth and Families: 
Diane Vanderveen, Paul Brandsma, Grant Notenbomer, Janice Kampman, and Josh Ferguson 
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The congregational vote will be done in person on Sunday, April 24. For those unable to be there in person, 
Paper Ballots will be made available April 17. We ask that these ballots get returned to Irene in the office or 
to our council clerk Josh. To affirm council and the search team’s recommendation to hire Ben Wimmers the 
vote must be at least 75% in favour.  

Since Ben is currently in school and Synod has not met in order to approve him as a candidate we are seeking 
to hire him with the understanding that once he is approved by Synod and has sustained himself in the 
examination at Classis BCSE, he will be ordained into his role as Pastor of Youth and Families.  

Please prayerfully consider how you will vote, be in prayer for Ben and his wife Kristina as they discern, and 
uphold Living Hope in your prayers. We look to the Holy Spirit to continue to guide us. May his will be done in 
the decisions that lay ahead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ben has a number of sermons 
available on the First Hamilton 

CRC YouTube channel.  

 
 

Click on each of the icons to the 
right to listen to his most 

recent sermons. 

 
 

https://youtu.be/nyVpZU2WVqQ?t=1429
https://youtu.be/r6F1Ed1gxQI?t=1895
https://youtu.be/r6F1Ed1gxQI?t=1895
https://youtu.be/nyVpZU2WVqQ?t=1429
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EDUCATION 
 

Master of Divinity | Expected 2022                                                                                       
McMaster Divinity College; Hamilton ON 
Thesis: Biblical Theology of Creation Care 
 
EPMC | Expected 2022                                                                                     
Calvin Theological Seminary; Grand Rapids  
 
Bachelor of Science | 2017 
McMaster University; Hamilton ON 

 

 

 

WORK AND MINISTRY EXPERIENCE 
 

Pastoral Intern | May 2021—Present 
First Hamilton CRC 
 

• Preaching 50% of the Sundays 

• Youth Discipleship:  
 Teaching Heidelberg Catechism classes 
 Co-leading profession of faith classes 
 Teaching Sunday School; providing pastoral care to ministry 

leaders 
 

Interim Pastor | May 2020—August 2022 
Ancaster CRC 

• Preaching and planning worship services 
• Produced a video devotional 

• Provided pastoral care 
 
Student Ministry Intern | September 2019—April 2020 
McMaster University Chaplaincy CRC Office 
 

• Led a men’s discussion group 

• Discipled students in their ability to lead discussion 
• Led ministry planning sessions with the student leadership team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Places people we 
interviewed were from: 

B.C., Alberta, Ontario, 
Pennsylvania, South 

Africa, Indonesia, South 
Korea, Hong Kong 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 Applicants  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 Zoom interviews 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6 In-Person interviews  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth interviews: 
 5 Zoom & 2 in-person 

youth nights 
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604-853-6151                         livinghopecrc.ca                              office@livinghopecrc.ca 

(from Ben’s bio sent to Synod) 

I grew up in a Christian Reformed home, went to Christian elementary and high school, attending all the 
programs that my CRC had to offer as a youth. Looking back on my youth, I was almost certainly a cultural 
Christian, adopting the faith of my parents and community without too much thought about having a 
personal relationship with God, or owning my faith for myself. This would be called into question during my 
time at university. I believed that I had my life figured out, and part of that was the plan to become a 
veterinarian. I had always done well in science studies during high school, and it felt like the right thing to do, 
the safe option. After two years of increasingly abysmal academic performance, it was clear that I was not 
suited for my current area of study.  

The result was a decision to run away from problems at university by joining up with Youth With a Mission 
(YWAM). I spent two years with YWAM in Northern Europe where I was challenged to own my faith, to 
develop a personal relationship with God. I thought I was running away, but I actually ran into a situation 
where I was able to open myself up to a God who had been actively pursuing me my whole life. I was no 
longer a cultural Christian, but a Christian of conviction. I certainly had not figured everything out, but I knew 
that God was my heavenly Father, and I was his child.  

I returned home to finish the science degree I started. I still knew that medical sciences were not for me and 
so I began to explore ecology and environmental studies. I found my niche! Even though I enjoyed my 
studies, I was not certain what I was meant to do after graduation. I was deeply moved by the human-
induced suffering of the earth and wrestled with what role I had to play in the restoration of our planet. That 
is when the Lord pointed out that if human behaviour was responsible to climate change, then only a 
transformation of human behaviour could be the solution and nothing is more transformational than the 
gospel of Jesus Christ! After that conversation, I knew that God was calling me to be a pastor, to preach the 
good news of the gospel.  

My time at McMaster Divinity College has been the best educational experience I have ever had. Diving 
deeply into the Biblical languages, exploring the intersections of faith and culture, and wrestling with the 
changes to identity and function of the church in the West have been accompanied by making friends and 
colleges across denominational lines. I have also held onto that sense of creation care that was foundational 
to God shaping my call to ministry, having written my master thesis on the foundation of the Christian 
response to climate change, arguing that working against climate change is intrinsic to our identity and 
mission as followers of Christ.  

I have worked with CRC’s in the Hamilton area, as well as the chaplaincy ministries at McMaster University 
and Mohawk College. Through my work, God has continued to affirm my calling to pastoral ministry, through 
both successes and struggles. I am especially grateful to Dr. Michael Fallon for introducing me to the 
Reformed worldview and fostering a love of Reformed theology over many coffees. I am excited to be a part 
of a denomination that embraces a holistic view of the gospel, affirming that every square inch of creation 
belongs God and is the subject of Christ’s reconciling work.  


