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Life has many òdefining moments.ó  These are times 
of special significance when we can take a moment 
to reflect on questions like:  Where are we? How did 
we get here? And where are we going next?  This is 
such a time, as Living Hope Church celebrates its 
50th anniversary!  This booklet reviews some of the 
highlights of ministry and mission that have brought 
us to who we are today.  However, standing behind 
all of what we see and remember about these last 
five decades é is the steadfast faithfulness and love 
of our Lord to this part of his Church.  Over the 
years Jesus has uniquely gathered us from various 
cultures and countries.  He has finely woven us 
together to form an intergenerational congregation 
to serve his purposes.  The theme verse 
appropriately chosen for this event is Hebrews 13:8 
ð òJesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever.ó 

This booklet is really a story of many people ð 
individuals and families, young and old ð who desire 
to know and follow Jesus Christ as our òLiving 
Hope.ó  As a community of faith the Holy Spirit has 
led us through times of joy and sorrow.  We take 
time to honour the hard work and dedication of 
those who have gone before us.  We also remember 
all those who have moved on to glory, both recently 

or long ago.  Some of us have been a part of this 
story for many years, while others for just a short 
time.  Regardless, there is a place for everyone to 
belong and to serve the Lord together! 

It is therefore a good thing to see where we are and 
how the Lord has brought us to this time.  Indeed, as 
the proverb states:  òGod is good, all the time é All 
the time, God is good.ó  Amen!  However, the Lord 
isnõt finished with us yet.  Jesus is still building his 
Church and the Spirit is still shaping us as we press 
on toward Godõs preferred future for Living Hope 
Church.  He still has plans for us, to bless us and to 
make us a blessing to this 
community.  Through 
prayer and faithfulness 
we will experience new 
opportunities to grow 
and serve, with new 
friends we havenõt even 
met yet.  May all of what 
we do be to the glory and 
purposes of God! 

In his service with you, 

Pastor Ken Ritsema 
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Growth in membership at First 
Christian Reformed Church of 
Abbotsford led to the decision to 
start a second church in the 
Abbotsford area. 

The organizational meeting was held 
on March 3, 1969 in First CRC. 

The first consistory meeting was 
held on March 6. 

At a congregational meeting on 
March 26, the name òSecond     
Christian Reformed Church of 
Abbotsfordó was approved.  

Worship services began at 
Abbotsford Christian School on the 
Mission Highway. 

Building of the present Fellowship 
Hall began. 

Candidate Marvin Heyboer accepted 
Second CRCõs call to him as its first 
pastor, with the ordination service 
happening on October 9. 

 
Congregational approval was given 
to build a parsonage on the church 
property at a cost not to exceed 
$20,000. 

By the middle of July, the Heyboer 
family was settled in their new 
home. 

The Fellowship Hall and educational 
wing were officially dedicated to 
Godõs glory on February 19. 

Janna Dieleman was hired as the 
churchõs first custodian. 

 

 
By the end of the year, the 
congregation had almost doubled in 
size and was rapidly outgrowing its 
existing facilities. 

An agreement was drafted to build a 
sanctuary that would have a seating 
capacity of 500 persons with a 
possible overflow of 50. 

History  
 

The beginning of something new...  



 

 

 
By the end of October, the 
foundations were poured and the 
laminated beams to support the 
structure were erected. 

The Organ Committee presented a 
proposal to obtain a used pipe organ 
from the Masonic Temple in 
Vancouver for $3,500.  Bert Blok Sr. 
and Bert Blok Jr. were appointed to 
install the organ at the front of the 
sanctuary. 

 

 
On February 11, a beautiful service 
of thanksgiving and celebration was 
held to dedicate the recently 
completed sanctuary to Godõs 
honour and glory. 

Rev. Marvin Heyboer accepted a call 
to Jenison, Michigan.  He will always 
be remembered with special 
fondness as Second Churchõs first 
pastor. 

On February 14, it was decided to 
extend the vote at congregational 
meetings to all women who were 
confessing members. 

On October 19, the pipe organ was 
dedicated. 

Rev. Harry Mennega from 
Hamilton, Ontario accepted a call to 
Second CRC. 

The congregation had grown from 
58 families to approximately 140 
families. 

 
Paving of the church parking lot 
began. 

Second Church was asked to take 
over the Sunday School mission 
work at the Back to God Chapel on 
Vye Road. 
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members  

Mr. & Mrs. George Anema 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Beerstra 

Mr. & Mrs. Gysbert Blok 

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Boersma 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Boon 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerrit Bosch  

Mr. & Mrs. Mel Bouwknecht 

Mr. & Mrs. Theo Braak 

Mr. & Mrs. Auke Bremer 

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Brouwer 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Busink Sr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Busink Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. John deJong 

Mr. & Mrs. Marten deJong 

Mr. & Mrs. John Dieleman 

Mr. & Mrs. John Dotinga 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Dullaard 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Elgersma 

Mr. & Mrs. John Feenstra 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Feenstra 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Glazema 

Mr. & Mrs. L. Groothof 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hoogeveen 

Mr. & Mrs. Bert Huizing 

Mr. & Mrs. Don Jansen 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kammeraad 

Mr. & Mrs. Jake Kingma Sr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Jake Kingma Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Lindeboom 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Matheson 

Mr. & Mrs. John Messelink 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Moman 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Ouwerkerk 

Mr. & Mrs. John Overeem 

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Pastoor 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Piers 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Postma 

Mr. & Mrs. John Snel 

Mr. & Mrs. Aart Spyker 

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Stel 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Stotyn 

Mr. & Mrs. Sjoerd Teyema 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerrit Vaandrager 

Mr. & Mrs. William VanDam 

Mr. & Mrs. Hank VanderKooi 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack VanderVelden 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter VanderVelden  

Mr. & Mrs. Popke Veenbaas 

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Veenstra 

Mr. & Mrs. Marten Vermeer 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Vink 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Visser 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Visser 

Mr. & Mrs. Hank Vos 

Mr. & Mrs. Evert Vroom 

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Wester 

Mr. & Mrs. Herman Wichers 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Ypma 

Mr. Bert Blok 

Mr. Bill Bowman 

Mr. Bob Brandsma 

Mr. Ray Lindeboom 

Miss Jane Mulder 

Mr. Jack Vaandrager 

Mr. John Wikkerink 

 

 



 

 

 

All 58 families and 7 single members gathered in First CRC on an evening in March 1969. We were all 
excited, as we looked around us to see who was all there. Rev. Heyboer was presiding with some council 
members. We had to vote for the new church council (only men voted). The names were written on a 
blackboard since there were no nominations.  At first, everyone had some votes.  It was a very slow and 
time-consuming process.  Elders were elected first.  The following men were elected: George Anema, Neil 
Brouwer, Jake Kingma Sr., Mike Ouwerkerk, and Art Spyker.  Afterwards the following deacons were 
elected: John Overeem, Henry Piers, and Bob Wester.  Rev. Heyboer announced that the brothers had to 
be installed right away. As Bob Wester had gone home, Louis Ypma went and asked Bob to return to the 
church. Pastor Heyboer had a sermon ready and after that the form for installation was read and our first 
council was ready to begin their task. The meeting adjourned at 11:30 pm.  

Shortly after this we had services in the old school building.  A notice appeared in the bulletin: òIf there are 
members who have not yet had family visitation, please inform the elders.ó  As we had not yet been visited, 
Neil Brouwer came over. It seemed all ladies over 30 years came, so the basement room at Mr. and Mrs. 
Kingmaõs home was full to overflowing. We had very good meetings.  When the first stage of our church 
building was completed, we were happy to meet in a room there.ó  

Helen Bosch 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

  

On a chilly afternoon in November 1978, three 
men in Abbotsford decided to go for a short 
hike on Mt. Chilliwack.  They were shepherds: 
pastor Pete Van Egmond, intern Ken Rip and 
myself.  The plan was to be back well before 
dark, since pastor Van Egmond had to be back 
for a 7:30 pm consistory meeting. 

Halfway up the mountain, we parked our car and 
started hiking, following the trail signs that 
pointed the way up.  After a few hours of 
climbing, we reached a plateau that provided a 
scenic viewpoint. We stood in awe of Godõs 
beautiful handiwork.  At that elevation, the first 
snow had covered the ground.  A cold wind 
blew. 

After a short rest, it was decided to go down the 
mountain, this time by a different route.  We 
again followed posted signs.  After an hour of 
descending, the trail suddenly ran dead!  We 
realized we were in trouble. (We found out later 
that vandals had redirected the signs.)  Since 
darkness would soon be upon us, we decided 
not to retrace our steps but forget about the 
trails and rather go down the mountain in a 
direction which we thought would lead us 
straight to where the car was parked. 

Alas, we failed to find the car.  It dawned on us 
that we were hopelessly lost.  By then darkness 
had set in so we decided that it would be best to 
stay put for while.  Perhaps a rescue party would 
start to look for us? 

In the meantime down below, the consistory 
meeting was about to begin with no pastor Van 
Egmond in sight.  My wife had gone ahead with 
serving dinner to the children, hoping I would 
likely show up later. 

When it became evident that perhaps something 
had happened to the climbers, a search party 
consisting of some church members went 
looking for us.  When they came to where we 
had parked the car, they noticed that the vehicle 
had been vandalized.  The police were informed.  
And there was no trace of the hikers.  They 
returned to Abbotsford to share the troublesome  
news. 

That evening the consistory worked through its 
agenda without its pastor, and the wives of the 
hikers spent the night worrying and wondering 
what had happened to their spouses.  The 
vandalized car and no trace of their men caused 
considerable concern.  Prayers were sent up. 

The lost pastors spent the night in darkness 
trying to keep the frigid night air out by huddling 
around a smoky campfire.  When the first light 
finally began to break we found our way to the 
parking lot ð and ran right into the police, who, 
together with the men of the search party, had 
come looking for us.  What a relief to see 
familiar faces and feel safe again! 

The following Sunday the 
church bulletins reported 
an unusual happening.  
Instead of 
shepherds looking 
for their sheep, 
this time the 
sheep had to go 
looking for their 
shepherds! 

Of Sheep & Shepherds  
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It was about 4:30 pm and Reverend Heyboer was driving down Old Clayburn Road about a quarter of a mile 
from the parsonage. Suddenly, running on the shoulder of the road to his left at break-neck speed, was Juper, 
Heyboerõs small dog. Clutched between his teeth was a chicken from Boersmaõs small flock up the hill. Of 
course the shook-up hen was returned, but the dog by nature was a recalcitrant one. Several weeks later, a 
contractor came to repair a leak in the roof of the activity center. He carefully removed his large shoe boots 
before climbing up the ladder. Once the contractor was on the roof, he saw the notorious Juper. It was too 
late. The shoe boot was gone, never to be recovered. With the Heyboer familyõs honour at stake, the dog 
went to Gerald Boschõs family in the Fraser Valley. Juper soon graduated from chickens to chasing cows. 
Then suddenly the òtailó of the dog ended. 

Marvin Heyboer 

One of my earliest memories of our church (Second CRC) is of meeting in the old gym building at the 
Abbotsford Christian School on the Abbotsford-Mission Hwy. One Sunday I brought my little sisters Ann 
and Susan to the school building for Sunday School. The teacher hadn't arrived yet, so I assured the parents 
that I would wait with the children until she came. Well é no teacher showed up! After a while I decided that 
I had better tell the children a Bible story. Then we made some pictures about the story on the chalk board 
and played a game. And that is how I became a Sunday School teacher at age 11. 

Our first pastor was Rev. Marvin Heyboer. He made quite the impact. Once he peeled an orange during his 
sermon; I donõt remember why. He also walked right down the aisle and stood beside the chair of someone 
who had fallen asleep in church! He kept right on preaching, and when the startled man woke up, he smiled 
and went back to the pulpit, never missing a beat. 

Fifty years have passed. I was married in this church, had 9 children baptized here, and had 8 children do 
profession of faith here.  Many things have changed over the years, but in this church my faith has been 
nurtured and grown. Praise be to God! 

Jo-Ann Dykstra 

 



 

 

That morning was a very special time of worship for 
Living Hope (Second CRC). The worship service was 
in an ancient, creaky, broken-down gymnasium 
overlooking the Matsqui flats. The place was packed 
full. The occasion marked many firsts: Living Hopeõs 
first Reverend; the Reverendõs first church; Living 
Hopeõs first inaugural sermon; and the Reverendõs first 
inaugural. The worship hour had come. Leading the 
council members through the narrow aisle was Vice 
President Jake Kingma. But there was no Reverend. 

Then came the announcement: the new, young pastor, 
Reverend Heyboer, was not to preach that Sunday 
morning. Saturday afternoon, while playing football 
with the young men of the congregation, his arm was 
severely broken. Kingma read a sermon, but the after-
church buzz was about: What happened? Where were 
they playing? Why was a reverend playing football? 
What did he come here for, to preach or play ball? 
(The story was soon published in de Wachter and The 
Banner.) 

After a year had passed, the young Reverend, wife 
Jackie, and daughter Julie were no longer living in the 
Canadian Reformed parsonage. A wing of classrooms, 
an activity center, and a parsonage had been built on 
Old Clayburn Road. Then one Sunday morning, as the 
congregation arrived for worship in their new activity 
center, the drapes on the stage were pulled closed. 
When Jackieõs prelude was complete, the drapes were 
pulled, and there stood the Reverend behind the 
pulpit. How strange it was. At first only those in the 
front seats could see it; this time the Reverend was in a 

leg cast. You guessed it: a broken leg 
playing ball with the young 
people. 

Not so public at first, the 
following summer the Reverendõs 
life of playing ball eventually spread 
across the Fraser Valley to Agassiz 
CRC. It started in Sumas, Washington, on a Saturday 
night where Living Hope played in a church softball 
league. The Reverend was on third base and tried to 
score on a ground ball. The catcher blocked home 
plate, so the Reverend lowered his shoulder to clear 
the way. An hour later he was examined in Emergency 
at the Abbotsford Hospital: a òbroken left shoulder,ó 
he was told. 

The next morning, he preached in Agassiz CRC as part 
of a scheduled pulpit exchange of Classis British 
Columbia. As was the custom at the time, at the 
conclusion of worship, the leading elder was to step 
forward to shake hands with the visiting pastor to 
express his approval. But that morning no hand shake 
was offered to the Reverend. The lead elder was 
deeply troubled that the Reverend only raised his right 
arm for the benediction. A true benediction was to be 
done with two arms raised, not one. 

At a precious farewell, the Reverend was honoured by 
the congregation with a medal as the most injured 
player ever of Second CRC in Abbotsford. 

Marvin Heyboer 

I wrote a story for the 25th anniversary about how my family forged a path from our house to the church. We 
would walk to church on this shortcut all year. My parents sent us ahead because they had to do last-minute stuff at 
home (wink, wink). I believe they wanted us to clear the path of spider webs. We preferred that our tall brother, 
Jack, go first, but that was not always the case. Each of us had to wield the stick that we swung back and forth, up 
and down, as we walked the path to church to clear it of all the spider webs.  

Our first pastor, Rev. Heyboer, broke his leg while playing baseball. He had a walking cast. He came to our place 
for a cold drink one summer and walked that path from the parsonage on his cast. The òfootprintsó he left were 
pretty funny-looking to us because they were a shoe and a square block.  

Jocelyn Ratzlaff 
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The Cadet Building was completed, 
built strictly by volunteer labour. 

Permission was granted to the 
Serendipity Pre-School to use part of 
the facilities for morning classes. 

It was decided to purchase the Back 
to God Chapel on Vye Road for 
$3,500. 

 
A proposal was made to install a 
new public address system in the 
sanctuary at an approximate cost of 
$700. 

The one and a half acres of land 
north of the church was sold for 
$40,000. 

Janna Dieleman resigned as 
custodian, and Helen Bosch was 
hired to take over the position. 

 
Plans began to establish a third sister 
church in Abbotsford, leading to the 
formation of Trinity CRC. 

A sizable part of the congregation 
was not prepared to accept 
consistoryõs decision on using grape 
juice instead of wine at the Lordõs 
Supper.  For the sake of unity and 
harmony, a compromise was reached 
to include both in each tray. 

Cal Tuininga accepted an offer for 
the position of intern pastor.  In 
September, he and his wife Ellen 
were appointed as youth leaders. 

  



 

 

 
After Cal and Ellen Tuininga left, 
Ken Rip became the new intern 
pastor. 

Three members of the church were 
appointed to attend the Evangelism 
Training Seminar in Seattle in 
October. 

The following note appeared in the 
November 26 bulletin: òA hearty 
thank you to the sheep who showed 
concern for the families when the 
shepherds were lost Monday night.ó  
Harry Mennega, Ken Rip and Peter 
Van Egmond had gotten lost while 
hiking on Sumas Mountain and had 
to spend the night up there. 

 

 
In April, the deacons sponsored a 
Hunger Awareness Dinner to 
demonstrate in a practical way the 
inequities of food distribution in the 
world.  

In July, Rev. Harry Mennega 
accepted a call to the Cephas CRC 
in Peterborough, Ontario. 

Assistant pastor Ken Rip accepted a 
call to the Mountainview CRC in 
Lynden, WA. 

Many refugees escaped from 
Vietnam and other Asian countries, 
and Second CRC became involved 
in sponsoring a number of these 
families. 

During a time of vacancy, Rev. 
William Verwolf, a retired pastor 
from Lynden, often stepped in as 
guest pastor. 

 
In January, Rev. H. Aubrey Van 
Hoff, pastor of Transcona CRC in 
Winnipeg, accepted a call to Second 
Church. 

A beautiful Yamaha grand piano was 
purchased to assist the congregation 
in praising God. 

In October, Rev. Van Hoff began 
leading a weekly Open Bible class. 

In October, an introductory meeting 
was held for Coffee Break Bible 
Study. 

In May and December, joint worship 
services were held to witness and 
celebrate the baptism of a number of 
Indo-Chinese refugees. 

 
 



 

 

  

 
In February, a proposal to purchase 
òThe New Church Hymnaló was 
approved. 

In May, Rev. Livingstone Chen 
accepted the call to work in 
Abbotsford among Chinese brothers 
and sisters. 

It was decided to proceed with the 
calling of a youth pastor. 

The first rehearsal was held for the 
first Christmas male choir becoming 
an annual tradition for many years.  

 
Those interested in forming a new 
Christian Reformed Church in 
Abbotsford were invited to attend 
the first combined Praise and 
Fellowship Meeting. It was held in 
the Abbotsford Christian School 
gym. 

Zion Chinese CRC began meeting in 
the facilities of First CRC. 

October 3 marked the 125th 
anniversary of the CRC as a 
denomination. 

 
Having discussed the matter at great 
length, consistory decided in April to 
terminate approval for the Praise 
and Fellowship evenings and 
discontinued support for the effort 
of the proposed CRC in Abbotsford. 

zFor great is the 8jK©hl¤ª©±l¡ªa³©lW©n¡8c¤Or{ 

 

 



 

 

 
The formation of Faith and Action 
groups was encouraged to foster not 
only Bible study, but also the care of 
others and possible support of  
mission projects. 

 
A second floor was added to the 
educational wing because existing 
classroom usage was at a maximum. 

The facilities ended up being used 
by Abbotsford Christian School 
because a fire had destroyed a large 
part of the elementary school. 

 
The Inter-Church Committee 
discussed the matter of establishing 
another Christian Reformed Church 
to follow the establishment of Zion 
Chinese CRC as the fourth. 

This fifth church, called New Life 
CRC, began worship services at the 
Pentecostal Bible College in 
Clayburn. 



 

 

  

 
Rev. Aubrey and Dianne Van Hoff 
celebrated their 25th wedding 
anniversary on June 27. 

A quotation from the October 25 
bulletin: òIn future, the Banners will 
be available after the worship 
service.  Some complaints were 
received about persons reading The 
Banner during the proclamation of 
Godõs Word.ó 

 
It was a difficult year for Rev. Van 
Hoff as he experienced recurring 
chest pains to the point where the 
decision was made to perform open 
heart surgery and install a number of 
bypasses.  He gradually began to 
resume some of his responsibilities 
as pastor. 

Arlan TeKrony from Grand Rapids 
was appointed as Director of Youth 
and Community Outreach. 

During Rev. Van Hoff õs illness, Rev. 
Dick Bouma led many of Second 
CRCõs worship services. 

 
In April, the Revised Standard 
Version pew Bibles were replaced 
with the New International Version 
Bibles. 

In May, Arlan TeKrony resigned to 
accept the duties of youth director at 
New Brighton CRC in Minnesota. 

In July, it was decided to re-roof the 
churchõs sanctuary. 

In July, Rev. Van Hoff accepted a 
call to Covenant CRC in Barrie, 
Ontario. 



 

 

 
At the end of January, Rev. C. Harry 
Salomons, pastor of Bethel CRC in 
Newmarket, Ontario accepted the 
call to Second CRC. 

Around the same time, Pastor Herb 
deRuyter accepted the offer to 
become the Director of Youth and 
Evangelism. 

In September, Pastor Herb 
introduced a new framework for the 
youth ministry that included core/
youth groups, fellowship/friendship 
nights, and celebration nights. 

Sharon Vaandrager was hired as the 
churchõs first secretary. 

 
Members were encouraged to take 
the Discover Your Gifts seminar to 
become better equipped in best 
serving the Lord in the 
congregation. 

In February, consistory had a frank 
and open discussion on the issue of 
women in office and came to the 
following decision: òBe it resolved 
that, unless we receive clearer 
Biblical evidence, we will not 
implement the decision by Synod of 
1990 regarding women in the office 
of elder, minister and evangelist.ó 

The decision was made to establish 
a church office on a part-time basis. 

 
At a congregational meeting in 
February, approval was given to 
outfit a church office and to 
purchase a portable classroom. 

On November 24, Rev. Harry and 
Vernetta Salomons celebrated their 
25th wedding anniversary. The 
congregation gathered to celebrate 
this joyful occasion on November 29. 

Friendship services were held in the 
church every three months. 

The new grey Psalter Hymnals were 
purchased. 

Volunteers painted the exterior of 
the church building. 

After years of faithful service, Helen 
Bosch retired as custodian. 

 

 

 



 

 

The years we spent in Abbotsford, serving Living Hope (or Second CRC as we knew it), are forever etched in our 
hearts. Other than our years in Sri Lanka, Abbotsford was the longest stay with one congregation. With fondness we 
recall the day we arrived, and Peter Vandervelden drove over to the parsonage to meet with us. All our furniture, 
etc., had been transported from Winnipeg while we enjoyed a holiday on the way. When we made our way through 
the large parsonage, we were amazed to see beds made and furniture in place! Thank you for these blessings.  

Over the nine years in Abbotsford, many friendships were developed that continue today, and for every one we are 
grateful. Each time we returned, for one reason or another, it was a warm welcome from all of you. When the 
children got married you were more than gracious, ôshoweringõ gifts and providing for them as they made their 
homes in the U.S. Of course foremost, we will never forget your compassion and care for us as a family when Rev. 
Aubrey Van Hoff suffered through his heart attack and bypass surgery. For at least a year he was not able to work 
too much, but you were kind in serving us, even though we were called to serve you. Thank you for these blessings.  

As we close, we would like share with you the Lordõs blessings to us as a family during Rev. Aubreyõs last days. The 
scene is a dining room in a hospital rehab where Rev. Aubrey was sitting at a table, and Dianne went to the kitchen 
(right beside the dining room) for some water. In a loud, clear voice she heard him say, òCome to Jesus!ó As a family 
we have often reflected on this as Rev. Aubrey viewed his ministry as calling people to òCome to Jesus!ó Now Jesus 
was saying to him, òCome, to Jesus!ó In reflection, we believe that Rev. Aubreyõs retirement text is still appropriate: 
Luke 17:10, òSo you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ôWe are unworthy servants; we 
have only done what was our duty.õ  ó As you celebrate this ògoldenó anniversary, may you continue to òCome to the 
Eternal and Living Hope of Jesus,ó resting in Him and His Word for your future.  

Thank you for being a blessing to us,  
The Van Hoff Family 

blessings  



 

 

 
 

When Vernetta and I look back at our coming to Living Hope in 
1990, we feel it was the beginning of a distinctively new phase of our 
lives ð a time of many firsts. It was the first time either one of us 
came to be on the western side of the Rockies, at least on the 
Canadian side of the border. It was also the first time we lived in a 
home of our own. Near the end of our nine-year stay in Abbotsford, 
for the first time, we became empty nesters after both our youngest 
son Luke and daughter Leah had gone off to university or college. 
Lastly, it was the first and only time we celebrated the 25th anniversary 
of our wedding day, an occasion that gave us many tokens of love 
from the congregation. This happened shortly following our journey 
to the Holy Land on which we were invited by Jake Kingma and his 
sister Alice to be helpers and spiritual guides.  Since that time weõve 
had the opportunity to thank God for keeping us together, happy and 
in love for half a century. 

We have many happy memories of living in the glorious environment 
of the Lower Mainland.  It wasnõt only the extraordinary beauty of the 
place that made us glad to be living there. Even more memorable for 
us was the warm welcome we received when we first arrived and the 
friendships we developed and continue to experience. 

It has always been a great privilege and joy for Vernetta and myself to 
serve the Lord and His people wherever He has placed us.  And doing 
so here in Abbotsford was no different. We are deeply thankful to 
God for the joy weõve had in representing the Saviour to you and for 
His love as it came out to us through the lives of you, His people. We 
thank God for all of you, and we pray and believe that He will be with 
you in the years that lie ahead.ó 

C. Harry Salomons 



 

 

 
Council considered the possibility of 
starting a second morning service to 
deal with overcrowding but most 
people were not that keen on the 
idea. 

Council went on record in 
September as being opposed to the 
decision of Synod 1993 to opening 
the office of elder, minister and 
evangelist to women. 

In October, the council appointed a 
committee to look into the 
possibility of establishing a daughter 
church. 

The matter of children at the Lordõs 
Supper was discussed. 

During the summer months, the 
CRCs in Abbotsford began taking 
turns hosting evening services. 

 
Under the theme Great is Thy 
Faithfulness, Second CRC celebrated 
its 25th anniversary on March 3. 

Discussions continued as to whether 
to daughter a church or have two 
morning services. 

Pastor Herb deRuyter accepted a call 
to Chilliwack CRC. 

A number of refugees from Iran 
were sponsored.  

 
Candidate Curtis Korver accepted a 
call and was ordained on March 12. 

Coffee Break, Story Hour, youth 
activities, catechism classes, choir, 
Praisemakers, Cadets, Calvinettes, 
Households of Faith, young adults, 
and Ladies Bible Study, were just 
some of the regular weekly activities. 

Over 240 children attended Vacation 
Bible School (VBS), 40 of them not 
being from a church background. 

Many families resigned from Second 
Church in regard to the issue of 
women in office and other concerns 
they had about the direction of the 
CRC denomination.  They 
established their own church called 
Immanuel Covenant Reformed 
Church on Matsqui prairie. 

A letter was received from Second 
CRCõs daughter church, informing 
council that it would be starting on 
its own at the Heritage campus of 
Abbotsford Christian School. 

  



 

 

 
A formal send-off was held for 
members who decided to become 
part of Hillside CRC. 

Council focused on the need for 
healing in the wake of the hurt felt 
by many after the resignation of 
many families. 

A new Christian Reformed Church 
was established in Mission called 
Mission Hills CRC. 

A new mission statement was 
adopted with the tagline: Gather, 
Equip, Serve. 

The name Calvinettes was changed 
to GEMS an acronym for Girls 
Everywhere Meeting the Saviour. 

 
Rev. Harold DeJong was hired on a 
part-time basis to provide pastoral 
care in the congregation. 

Rev. Harry Salomons was granted a 
three-month sabbatical. 

Rev. Curtis and Jessica Korver were 
married on July 5. 

Ann Oenema was hired as the 
churchõs new custodian.  Prior to 
the appointment, the work had been 
done by Sid and Kathy Vander 
Werff and Clarence and Ann 
Wielenga. 

 
The congregation was divided into 12 
regular districts and 4 youth districts. 

Youth Ministry was renamed Student 
Dynamics. 

For the Lordõs Supper, it was decided 
that only grape juice would be 
served. 
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Anniversary Celebration  



 

 

Toge ther  

 
 



 

 



 

 

 
 

Six and a half years are enough time to store up plenty of 
memories.  I arrived looking far too young to be a 
minister. That assessment probably didnõt help me much 
then, but Iõll admit that Iõd be happy to hear it with the 
same regularity today. I was single at the outset but left 
with a wife and two children ð one more would complete 
our family about a year later.   

As big as family is, the best story I recall goes back to 
before I became a pastor at the church, back to the very 
first visit in the calling process. At a social event with 
council and calling committee members and spouses, 
Jessica and I mingled and pretended we were 
comfortable with all these strangers. Kudos to Jessica for 
making the trip at all ð we had met less than three 
months earlier. Arie Timmermans, a man for whom we 
would gain much affection, sat in a chair directly across 
from Jessica and asked when we would be married. 
Jessica did not miss a beat. She patted her belly, looked 
Arie straight in the eye and said, ôIt better be quick 
because this little guy will start to show soon.õ   

For one of the very few moments of his life, Arie fell 
silent.   

The room fell silent.   

Finally, someone ð probably Jack Vaandrager ð burst out 
laughing. I spent the rest of the evening wringing my 
hands and assuring everyone that Jessica was, in fact, 
kidding.   

It remains about the best story I can tell from those good 
days in Abbotsford.ó 

Curtis Korver 

 



 

 

 
The first group of women caregivers 
was commissioned in January. 

The main floor nursery and 
classrooms were renovated. 

Rev. Harry Salomons accepted a call 
to Rehoboth CRC in Bowmanville, 
Ontario. 

Merwin Rylaarsdam was hired as 
worship coordinator. 

Council discussed the feasibility of 
merging with First CRC. 

 
As contemporary music became 
increasingly popular, it was decided 
that Second Church would have 
blended worship: a combination of 
contemporary songs and traditional 
hymns. 

Gail Timmermans was hired as 
office administrator. 

Council was restructured to have 
both administrative elders and 
pastoral elders. 

A town hall meeting was held to 
discuss renovations, improvements, 
family visiting, alternate evening 
services, celebrations and concerns. 

Karin Veenstra was hired as the new 
worship coordinator. 

Paul Brandsma was hired as Youth 
Director. 

 
Rev. Curtis Korver started a Tuesday 
morning prayer group. 

Julie Van Eek was hired as the new 
worship coordinator. 

Much appreciation was expressed in 
recognition of the Case and Jocelyn 
Timmermans family for supplying 
beautiful flowers in the sanctuary 
each Sunday. 

Rev. Curtis Korver accepted a call to 
Covenant CRC in Calgary. 

The Joanne Driesen family donated 
beautiful stained glass windows that 
were installed at the front of the 
sanctuary. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
Rev. Colin Vander Ploeg from 
Trinity CRC in Edmonton accepted 
a call to Second Church. 

Second CRC changed its name to 
Living Hope CRC in the spirit of     
1 Peter 1:3. 

Many youth outreach projects 
occurred throughout the year. 

The first Harvest Party community 
event was held to give 
neighbourhood children a Halloween 
alternative and to invite them to a 
fun activity at Living Hope. 

 
The òFlowering of the Cross,ó 
where the congregation covers a 
large wooden cross with fresh 
flowers, became a beautiful symbol 
of Christõs resurrection. It has 
become a much-loved tradition 
every Easter Sunday. 

Cadets and GEMS continued to 
enjoy a variety of activities and 
outings including campouts and 
father-son/mother-daughter 
evenings. 

Heidi Saathof became Living Hopeõs 
new worship coordinator. 

On All Nations Heritage Sunday 
people were asked to dress in ethnic 
costumes. 

 
Paul Brandsma resigned as youth 
director to pursue a career with the 
Abbotsford Police Department. 

Council hosted a neighbourhood 
barbecue on the last day of VBS. 

Josh Ferguson became the new youth 
director. 
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A prayer chain was begun so that 
those with computers could be 
informed throughout the week of 
new prayer concerns. 

The topic of children at the Lordõs 
Supper was discussed by Council. 

Denise Vander-Molen was hired as 
Living Hopeõs new treasurer. 

 
A church website was launched. 

David Ratzlaff designed a beautiful, 
striking banner for the sanctuary. 

The concept of intentional giving 
was introduced. 

Many enjoyable events continued to 
be part of the church familyõs 
calendar: a Christmas candlelight 
service, a pre-Christmas hymn sing, 
year-in-review pictures at the New 
Yearõs Eve service, a seniors 
Christmas banquet, and the In 
Common Christmas greetings. 

 
The Disability Concerns Ministry 
was introduced. 

Focus was given to the churchõs 
vision statement: To Gather, To 
Equip, To Serve. 

Grace Through Every Generation was 
the theme for the mass worship 
service celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the Christian 
Reformed Church in North 
America. 

Adam Van Dop was hired as the 
new Youth Director. 



 

 

 
Many service projects were held 
throughout the year highlighted by 
teams that went to Haiti, China, New 
Orleans, Eastern Europe and Hong 
Kong. 

Henry Lucas was honoured on the 
occasion of being a church organist 
for 50 years. 

 
Weekly ministries included a special 
needs support group, a youth 
community service weekend, youth 
retreats, Bible study groups, the 
Walk for Lysa, Coffee Connection, 
professions of faith, prayers for the 
ill and hurting, and Food Bank 
service projects. 

 
Rev. Colin Vander Ploeg was granted 
a three-month sabbatical. 

The following ladies were honoured 
upon retirement from serving on the 
Kitchen Committee for 40 years: 
Henny Moman, Jenny Huizenga, 
Maaike Pater and Jan Vaandrager. 

David Ratzlaff participated in the 
Paralympic Torch Run. 

Pastor John Koster was the intern 
pastor during Rev. Colinõs sabbatical 
leave. 

Sandra Ferguson was hired as the 
new worship coordinator. 

Council was restructured into four 
district teams, each team having a 
district elder, four pastoral visitors, 
two deacons and two caregivers. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Full of Surprises  
 

There are a lot of fun memories over 12 years.  
Everything from being welcomed to the 
congregation via dunk tank at the church picnic, 
to sputtering and chattering babies being lifted 
back up after their generous washing in baptism, 
to a fainting best man at a wedding that had 
probably half a dozen doctors present é who 
all left him lying on the stage é because òoh 
heõs fine, he just fainted.ó   

So here are a few others.   

Having grown up in a snow belt in Ontario, 
lived for 3 years in snowy Grand Rapids, and 
for 6 years in snowy Edmonton, it is really 
amazing that the only Christmas Day in my life 
where church was cancelled because of snow 
was at Living Hope, Christmas Day 2008.  A 
steady falling of huge flakes in early morning 
and absolute stillness made for an incredibly 
beautiful walk to the church to change the sign 
to say, òService Cancelled, Enjoy the Beauty.ó   

Sometimes there are unwanted guests in church.  
One Sunday morning when I was preparing to 
read the sermon passage during the service, and 
had just invited the congregation to turn to the 
passage, a very large spider rappelled down from 
the ceiling and landed right on the page of the 
Bible I was about to read.  I am not that spider 
friendly, so I calmly but with some repulsion, 
closed the Bible on the critter.  Then I opened it 
to that page and he was still moving!  So I 
closed the Bible more firmly and that was the 
end of that.  I donõt think anyone in the 
congregation noticed anything. 

One more memory is of a regular Sunday 
morning service with Henry Lucas at the organ.  
I had just announced the next song we were 
going to sing when I glanced over at Henry and 
he was looking at me, holding his glasses which 
were in two pieces! They had just fallen apart.  I 
walked over to him and he whispered, òI canõt 
see without these!ó  But the Lord provides even in 
the small things. It just so happened that 
someone had left scotch tape on the floor 
beside the organ.  We hastily taped the glasses 
back together and worship continued.   
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This was another great year of 
community building and outreach 
activities, including cake being 
served on a Volunteer Appreciation 
Sunday, a San Diego Youth mission 
trip, Grad Sunday, a Welcome Back 
service and barbecue in September, 
a Building Community in Our Church 
sermon series, a Pizza and Movie 
Night, a Harvest Party in October, 
an All Nations Potluck Dinner, 
Christmas carolling in the 
neighbourhood and an Abbotsford 
Food Bank service project. 

 
A Personnel Committee was formed 
to review the job descriptions of 
church staff. 

The church library continued to 
expand with new books added every 
year. 

Living Hopeõs Safe Church policy 
was updated. 

A purpose statement at Living Hope 
was drafted: To gather a community of 
people into a deepening relationship 
with God and to take care of the people 
whom God connects us to. 

Rev. Steve Hayes from South 
Dakota was hired as Pastor of 
Discipleship. 

 
Council passed a motion welcoming 
children to the Lordõs Supper. 
Parents have the responsibility to 
train their children in matters of 
faith, including participation in the 
Lordõs Supper. 

A menõs Bible study and morning 
prayer time were started by Pastor 
Steve. 

A monthly seniors group met for 
coffee, fellowship and a variety of 
informative presentations.  Each 
Spring they organized bus tours to 
places including Whistler, 
Vancouver, and Vancouver Island. 

Rev. Harold De Jong retired from 
his position as visiting pastor. 

Rev. Colin Vander Ploeg accepted a 
call to Bethany CRC in Fenwick, 
Ontario. 

  



 

 

 
Pastor Steve Hayes and Jake 
Groeneweg prepared a Lenten series 
on the Seven Sayings of Jesus on the 
Cross. 

A congregational survey was 
conducted. 

Al and Sue Wisselink were 
commissioned as voluntary pastoral 
visitors to the senior members. 

The Breakfast Club was started at 
Margaret Stenersen Elementary 
School on Old Clayburn Road. 

It was determined that Steve Hayes 
was not a good fit as Discipleship 
Pastor, so he became Associate 
Pastor until he received and accepted 
a call to a CRC in California. 

 
Pastor Ken Ritsema from Cephas CRC 
in Peterborough, Ontario accepted a 
call to Living Hope. 

A group of 19 youth and adult leaders 
went to Mexico to engage in 
evangelism and build houses for people 
there. 

Ann Oenema resigned as custodian 
after seventeen and a half years of 
faithful service. 

Rosalie Luymes was hired as the new 
custodian. 

Pastor Adam Van Dop became 
Associate Pastor of Discipleship and 
Congregational Care. 

The theme for the fall was Digging into 
the Word. For five weeks in connection 
with that theme, Pastor Ken hid a 
yellow shovel with memory verses 
inscribed on it.  If children found it and 
memorized the verses, they would 
receive treats from Pastor Ken. 

 
The WE program was initiated at 
Living Hope, with entire families 
meeting for dinner followed by an 
interactive Bible study. 

Another Sunday evening activity was 
a seven-session DVD Bible study 
series by Ray Vander Laan called 
Walking With God in the Desert. 

Pastor Ken preached a series of 
sermons on Christõs Sermon on the 
Mount under the theme What Would 
Jesus Say About...? 

The Dordt College Concert Choir 
from Sioux Center, Iowa performed 
in the sanctuary on March 9. 

Pastor Ken preached a sermon series 
on the Lordõs Prayer. 

The first Womenõs Retreat was held. 

A new ministry called Hearts of Hope 
was formed to offer support and 
prayer to women experiencing 
difficulties in infertility and 
pregnancy loss. 

Small Groups were renamed to 
Community Groups. 

Jim Holmgren retired as church 
treasurer, and Ray Olthuis took over 
the position. 

Freedom Session began meeting at 
Living Hope. 

Lena Blain was hired as the new 
worship coordinator. 

A new name was established for the 
seniors group: Young at Heart. 

Gail Timmermans retired after 
serving nearly 17 years as office 
administrator. 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
After a Sunday morning service, the congregation 
learned that Pastor Ken had recently been diagnosed 
with a rare form of pancreatic cancer.  Many tears 
flowed from the people after the announcement. 

Fraser Valley Montessori School began meeting in two 
upstairs classrooms. 

Council worked on òMinistry Zonesó and what they 
were to include. 

A complete renovation of the sanctuary began in July, 
with crowded but cozy services held in the Fellowship 
Hall.   

Bethany Van Kampen was hired as Living Hopeõs new 
office administrator. 

The Renovation Committee did a magnificent job 
updating the sanctuary.  Everyone commented on 
how amazing it looked. 

Worship services began to be streamed live. 

A community-oriented Christmas event was held on a 
Saturday in December, incorporating beautiful 
Christmas carols, a reading of the nativity play, 
cookies and hot drinks, crafts and even a live petting 
zoo! 

 
The Christian Reformed Church in North America 
(CRCNA) Network voted Living Hopeõs website as one 
of the top ten CRC websites of 2018.   

A Celebration Evening was held on February 17 to thank 
God for His blessings on the beautiful and recently 
completed sanctuary renovation. 

In March, Steve Berkenpas began his work as interim 
pastor to work alongside Pastor Ken in the areas of 
worship leading and pastoral care. 

After several meetings of study and discussion by church 
council, the motion to recommend names of both 
qualified men and women as nominations to the offices 
of elder and was carried and passed. 

At a congregational meeting in May, approval was 
granted to repaint the exterior of the building and to 
redo the parking lot drainage, paving, curbing, and 
landscaping. 

Several building upgrades were completed: a new roof 
was put on the Fellowship Hall, a new family/accessible 
washroom was added off the downstairs hallway, and a 
paging system was added to all classrooms to make 
communication easier between volunteers and on-duty 
ushers. 

In September, a committee was formed to begin 
planning for the March 2019 celebration of Living Hope 
CRCõs 50th anniversary. 

In October, with regret council approved Pastor Kenõs 
request for early retirement caused by limitations 
associated with his advanced cancer. 

On November 1, a special congregational meeting was 
held with the sole purpose of discussing the topic of 
women in office. The vote on the matter at Living Hope 
was held following the worship service on November 25, 
resulting in 65.5% being in favour.  A majority of at least 
60% in favour was required.   

Pastor Ken preached his last sermon as pastor at Living 
Hope CRC on December 2. 

  



 

 

 
Using the theme Giving Thanks for the Past. Rejoicing in the Present. Preparing for the Future, Living Hope CRC 
celebrated its 50th anniversary on March 1, 2 and 3. The weekend involved a celebration dinner on Friday, a 
community carnival on Saturday, and a special worship service on Sunday. The text from Hebrews 13:8 was the focus 
of the celebrations: òJesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.ó 



 

 



 

 

God is good 

 
 

All the time  

 



 

 

A Heart for   

During my years serving here at Living Hope, I have had the opportunity to lead and send nine teams of all 
generations into the world to serve the Lord where He is already working.  From 2008 - 2019, 157 people have been 
sent out to Mississippi, California and Mexico. 

The memories are deep and wide when it comes to participating in the Lordõs work in these ways.  I remember the 
2008 Hurricane Katrina Service trip quite well.  In the 13 projects that our very talented team took on, the home 
that we completed was by far the most tremendous experience.  The home belonged to a man named Skip, who 
worked tirelessly to serve with local missions to see his community re-established, while ignoring his own needs.  
Our team finished his home: painting walls, installing the kitchen and its flooring, purchasing appliances, hanging 
wallpaper, and much more.  His tears of gratitude as we said our goodbyes were etched into our hearts for the rest 
of our lives. 

Our youth teams were also amazingly impactful, not just to those whom we were sent to serve but to ourselves as 
well.  In my time at Living Hope, we have seen 73 youth and leaders travel into San Antonio Del Mar and share life 
with the YWAM Tijuana missionaries. On those trips, we will have built five homes (the fifth in March 2019) for 
five families who otherwise could only dream of having their own home.  Giving such tangible gifts has been a 
blessing for those who received them, as well as for our community who has given them.  When students at Living 
Hope make their Profession of Faith, we continue to hear of the impact that these trips have in the faith journeys of 
our youth.   

Adam Van Dop 



 

 

 
I believe it was in 2010 that we ran our first kids 
harvest party.  In its early form it was a small-scale 
event with a few games, limited candy, limited 
decorations, and perhaps a few dozen kids who 
came. Afterwards, we sat back and dreamed big 
about the event and how we could grow it.  As the 
years came, we added new hand-constructed games 
and found a few great rental places where we could 
get a variety more.  The growth we have experienced 
can be attributed to the team of individuals who have 
helped facilitate this dream.  Many thanks go to 
Dawn Dykstra, Andrea Eisen, Elizabeth Saathof 
Diane Vanderveen, and Pam Van Dop ð who have 
all played significant roles over the years ð and to all 
of the 40 volunteers who have helped out each time.   

In October 2017, we unfortunately could not host 
the event due to the ongoing sanctuary renovation.  
The following month I heard from families with sad 
children who deeply missed the evening.  I received a 
few emails and a few comments from families at 
Margaret Stenersen Elementary School. My favourite 
comment came from a family who ran into me in a 
local store; they recognized me as òthe harvest party 
guy.ó The family shared with me that they all arrived  
ready for the fun of the night but only saw our 
darkened building.  I started to get the sense that our 
neighbourhood really does love and appreciate the 
event (and the effort and finances that we pour into 
it). Last yearõs event had 250 people attend, where 
75% of them were from the surrounding community.  
It was a joy once again to see the children excited 
about being here in our facility for such a fun night!  
Everyone always leaves with bags full of candy, 
precious memories as a family, and large, tired smiles 
on their faces ð they are always so grateful! 

 

 
It may have been in 2015 when Pearl Peters and I 
were chatting about her work as an Educational 
Assistant at Margaret Stenersen Elementary (MSE) 
School, and we asked ourselves what kind of 
opportunity we could have as a church community to 

come alongside their school and be a presence ð a 
good neighbour. Turns out that another local church 
was running a breakfast club where they served 
pancakes to the students each Tuesday morning.  
Pearl and I joined one of their mornings to see what 
they were doing. We loved the feel of the community 
that ate together, and we asked how we could help.  
We started up another pancake breakfast on 
Thursday mornings and found a number of 
volunteers to come alongside.   

Now in the 2018/2019 season, we have a team of 12 
volunteers who rotate to serve breakfast (pancakes, 
sausages and juice) each Thursday morning.  We see 
upwards of 100 students and parents each week.  
The students are the most gracious and polite group 
of individuals. Itõs really an honour to participate in 
the life of the school and share in these mornings 
with them.  

A few years ago in Costco, as I was purchasing 
groceries for the club, I saw a couple children pulling 
on their parentõs coat. I overheard them excitedly 
saying, òMom, mom ð thatõs the pancake guy!ó The 
mom came over to me and with a deep, heartfelt 
smile said thank-you for providing them with this 
lovely time together each week.    

One year there were a few key teachers and 
administrative staff who were retiring from their 
positions at MSE, and they approached us at Living 
Hope, asking to host an assembly to mark this 
moment in the life of their school.  We joyfully 
opened our facility and welcomed in a full student 
body and their families. The fun part about all this 
was that our congregation heard about the event and 
brought homemade cookies for the students. You 
should have seen the smiles on the kidsõ faces as they 
came out of the sanctuary and saw three tables 
absolutely full of cookies!  What a joy it is to be a 
part of this neighbourhood!  

Community Connections  
 



 

 

Fun Fact s  -  


