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' 1 GIVING THANKS FOR THE PAST.
REJOICING IN THE PRESENT.
PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE.
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of special significance when we can take a moment story for many years, while others for just a short
to reflect on questions like: Where are we? How didtime. Regardless, there is a place for everyone to
we get here? And where are we going next? This isbelong and to serve the Lord together!

such a time, as Living Hope Church celebrates its
50h anniversary! This booklet reviews some of the
highlights of ministry and mission that have brought
us to who we are today. However, standing behind h e
all of what we see and remember about these last
t he
of our Lord to this part of his Church. Over the
years Jesus has uniquely gathered us from various
cultures and countries. He has finely woven us
together to form an intergenerational congregation
to serve his purposes. The theme verse
appropriately chosen for this event is Hebrews 13:8
0 0Jesu<£hrist is the same yesterday and today and

fiwv

for

This booklet is really a story of many pedple
individualsand families, young and éld/ho desire
foll ow Jes uwedG bertothe gloraas
a community
led us through times of joy and sorrow. We take
time to honour the hard work and dedication of
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It is therefore a good thing to see where we are and

how the Lord has brought us to this time. Indeed, as
the proverb states: 0God
ti me, God i s good o] /
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toward Godods preferred
Church. He still has plans for us, to bless us and to
make us a blessing to this
community. Through
prayer and faithfulness
we will experience new
opportunities to grow
and serve, with new
friends we
met yet. May all of what

t h
In his service with you,

pufposésani Godi

those who have gone before us. We also remembepPastor Ken Ritsema
all those who have moved on to glory, both recently

“Jesus Christ is the same
yeste rday and today and forever."

HEBREWS 13:8




SECOND

CHRISTIAN REFORMED
CHURCH

OF ABBOTSFOR!

1969 1970 1971

Growth in membership at First Congregational approval was given By the end of the year, the
Christian Reformed Church of to build a parsonage on the church congregation had almost doubled in
Abbotsford led to the decisionto  property at a cost not to exceed size and was rapidly outgrowing its
start a second church in the $20,000. existing facilities.

Abbotsford area. By the middle of July, the Heyboer An agreement was drafted to build a

The organizational meeting was heldamily was settled in their new sanctuary that would have a seating
on March 3, 1969 in First CRC. home. capacity of 500 persons with a

The first consistory meeting was  The Fellowship Hall and educationapos’sIble overflow of 50.

held on March 6. wing were officially dedicated to

At a congregational meetingon ~ ¢0d0s glory on February 19.

March 26, t he n adaenaDiSemamwasihired as the
Christian Reformed Church of churchods first custodi an.
Abbotsforddéd was approved.

Worship services began at
Abbotsford Christian School on the
Mission Highway.

Building of the present Fellowship
Hall began.

Candidate Marvin Heyboer accepted

Second CRC&6s call to him as its first
pastor, with the ordination service

happening on October 9.

The beginning of something new...




1972

By the end of October, the
foundations were poured and the
laminated beams to support the
structure were erected.

The Organ Committee presented a

1973 1974

On February 11, a beautiful service Paving of the church parking lot
of thanksgiving and celebration wasbegan.

held to dedicate the recently Second Church was asked to take
ﬁompldelt ed sanctugkh¥e§ Rday A Rission
onour ana glory. work at the Back to God Chapel on

proposal to obtain a used pipe organRev. Marvin Heyboer accepted a caNye Road.

from the Masonic Temple in
Vancouver for $3,500. Bert Blok Sr.
and Bert Blok Jr. were appointed to
install the organ at the front of the
sanctuary.

to Jenison, Michigan. He will always
be remembered with special
fondness as Second
pastor.

Churchos first

On February 14, it was decided to
extend the vote at congregational
meetings to all women who were

confessing members.

On October 19, the pipe organ was
dedicated.

Rev. Harry Mennega from
Hamilton, Ontario accepted a call to
Second CRC.

The congregation had grown from
58 families to approximately 140
families.

z Trustinthe LORD t+c2 a©8ff ©31 ®j ©a 0

PROVERBS 3:5




CHARTER members

Who originally transferred their
membership from First CRC

Mr. & Mrs. George Anema Mr. & Mrs. John Snel

Mr. & Mrs. H. Beerstra Mr. & Mrs. Aart Spyker

Mr. & Mrs. Gysbert Blok Mr. & Mrs. Phil Stel

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Boersma Mr. & Mrs. Bill Stotyn

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Boon Mr. & Mrs. Sjoerd Teyema

Mr. & Mrs. Gerrit Bosch Mr. & Mrs. Gerrit Vaandrager
Mr. & Mrs. Mel Bouwknecht Mr. & Mrs. William VanDam
Mr. & Mrs. Theo Braak Mr. & Mrs. Hank VanderKooi
Mr. & Mrs. Auke Bremer Mr. & Mrs. Jack VanderVelden
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Brouwer Mr. & Mrs. Peter VanderVelden

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Busink Sr. Mr. & Mrs. Popke Veenbaas
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Busink Jr. Mr. & Mrs. Ron Veenstra

Mr. & Mrs. John deJong Mr. & Mrs. Marten Vermeer
Mr. & Mrs. Marten deJong Mr. & Mrs. A. Vink

Mr. & Mrs. John Dieleman Mr. & Mrs. Albert Visser
Mr. & Mrs. John Dotinga Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Visser
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Dullaard Mr. & Mrs. Hank Vos

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Elgersma  Mr. & Mrs. Evert Vroom

Mr. & Mrs. John Feenstra Mr. & Mrs. Bob Wester

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Feenstra Mr. & Mrs. Herman Wichers
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Glazema Mr. & Mrs. Louis Ypma

Mr. & Mrs. L. Groothof Mr. Bert Blok

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hoogeveen Mr. Bill Bowman

Mr. & Mrs. Bert Huizing Mr. Bob Brandsma

Mr. & Mrs. Don Jansen Mr. Ray Lindeboom

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kammeraad Miss Jane Mulder
Mr. & Mrs. Jake Kingma Sr. Mr. Jack Vaandrager
Mr. & Mrs. Jake Kingma Jr. Mr. John Wikkerink
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Lindeboom

Mr. & Mrs. C. Matheson

Mr. & Mrs. John Messelink

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Moman

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Ouwerkerk

Mr. & Mrs. John Overeem

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Pastoor

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Piers

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Postma




All 58 families and 7 single members gathered in First CRC on an evening in March 1969. We were al
excited, as we looked around us to see who was all there. Rev. Heyboer was presiding with some cou
members. We had to vote for the new church council (only men voted). The names were written on a
blackboard since there were no nominations. At first, everyone had some votes. It was a very slow at
time-consuming process. Elders were elected first. The following men were elected: George Anema,
Brouwer, Jake Kingma Sr., Mike Ouwerkerk, and Art Spyker. Afterwards the following deacons were
elected: John Overeem, Henry Piers, and Bob Wester. Rev. Heyboer announced that the brothers ha
be installed right away. As Bob Wester had gone home, Louis Ypma went and asked Bob to return to
church. Pastor Heyboer had a sermon ready and after that the form for installation was read and our fi
council was ready to begin their task. The meeting adjourned at 11:30 pm.

Shortly after this we had services in the old
members who have not yet had family visitatio
Neil Brouwer came over. It seemed all ladies over 30 years came, so the basement room at Mr. and M

Kingmads home was full to overflowing. We had
buil ding was completed, we were happy to meet
Helen Bosch

SECOND
Christian Reformed Church
of
Abbotsford
Bulletin March 9 - 1969.
DIVINE WORSHIP combined with the First Chr.Ref.Church.

. Last Thursday, March 6, the first meeting of the consistory took
place and the following offices were filled as followss

Mr. Jake Kingma,Sr. ..ccecessee Vice President.
Mr. Art Spyker Secretary.
Mr. George Anema Corresponding Secretary.
Mr. Neil Brouwer General Adjunct.
The Deacons will be responsible for the treasury and Mr.Henry Vos
has been appointed the bookkeeper.

All catechism classes, Calvinettes, Cadets and all other Societies
and Clubs will remain as they are for the balance of this season.

Mr. Mike OuwerKerk ; Mr. Jack VanderVelde and Mr. Martin DeJong
are responsible for locating a temporary suitable place of worship.

. The Consistory has decided to place an order of 125 hymnbooks and
to have a special collection at a later date, to cover the cost.

. Those who are capable and willing to play the organ or piano to
lead the congregational singing, please contact the Vice President
Mr. J.Kingma.

Pulpit Committee : ¥r. M.QuwerKerk.
Mr. N.Brouwer.

For the time being the name of the 2nd church will be:
The "Second Christian Reformed Church" of Abbotsford.

Next consistory meeting will be Thursday March 13 - 1969 at 8 P.M,

* R O R X O X X X X

THE CLOCK of LIFE

The clock of life is wound but once,
and no man has the power

To tell just when the hands will stop,
at late or early hour.

Now is the only time you ownj
live, love, work, and with a willj

Place no faith in the morrow, for -
the clock may then be still.

* % * *

SAMPLE OF AN EARLY BULLETIN FROM SECOND CRC
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Completely restored and rebuilt

1 s
o — -

To dedicate pipe organ
Friday at special service

‘“Sound of Music’’
indeed ring out in the
Second Christian  Re-
formed Church this Fri-
‘day evening (October 19).

Special dedication serv-
ice and organ concert will
be held at 8 p.m. at the
church, 34631 Old Clay-
| burn Ruad, marking the
completion of the restor-
ation and installation of
the pipe organ now to be
used at the church.

History of the pipe
organ, which the church
acquired in November of
1972, is an interesting one.

It was built originally
in 1910 by Karn-Warren
Ltd- of Woodstock, Ontario,
in memory of a Vancouver
judge who had died in1907.
It was dedicated by the
judge’s son and used in a
masonic temple in Van-
couver.

will

. At that time it was a pure
pneumatic organ, the bel-
low system being activated
by hydraulic water pres-
suré. This was replaced
about 1927 by an electric

motor, and about 15 years

ago the action was made
electro-pneumatic.

Finally, in 1968, the
organ was broken down and

stored, as the masonic
temple building was being
torn down. It was even-
tually sold to an organ
company in Vancouver, and
then purchased by the Ab-
botsford church.

G, _Blok and his_son
Bert, both members. of

the Second Christian Re-
formed Church, have spent
the past several months
taking the organ completely

apart and cleaning it. “It

was full of soot accum-

-ulated over the years,”

the two men told The News.

The two men also had
the assistance of Herman
Venema of Matsqui, who
built the framework that
now houses the pipe organ,
and the three men studied
organ building to arrive at
the present design, and the
organ is now custom built
into the church.

It was totally restored
by John Darbyshire of
Toronto, who is a rep-
resentative of the 100-
year old organ company of
Casavant - Frers of St
Hyacinthe, Quebec.

“This organ is "a

smaller model of the cath-
edral organ in the Holy
Rosary Cathedral in Van-
couver,’”” the Bloks said.

“The metal in this old
organ is exceptionally
good, and we are ver

pleased to have been able
to acquire it for our church.

v )
G. Blok (pointing) and
his son Bert proudly

view the pipe organ in the
Second Christian Reformed
Churgh, which the two
men have spent many man
hours in the past severﬁ"
months completely restor-
ing for use in the church,
Console is located just
behind where the men are
standing.  Special ded-
ication service and organ
concert is to be given
this Friday evening (O
tober 19) at 8 p.m. at the
church, located at 3463
Old Clayburn Road.
(Joyce Harms photo)

ARTICLE FROM
THE ABBOTSFORD,
SUMAS & MATSQUI

NEWS

Wednesday
October 17, 1973



Of Sheep & Shepherds

By Rev. Harry Mennega

On a chilly afternoon in November 1978, three When it became evident that perhaps something
men in Abbotsford decided to go for a short had happened to the climbers, a search party
hike on Mt. Chilliwack. They were shepherds: consisting of some church members went
pastor Pete Van Egmond, intern Ken Rip and  looking for us. When they came to where we
myself. The plan was to be back well before  had parked the car, they noticed that the vehicle
dark, since pastor Van Egmond had to be back had been vandalized. The police were informed.

for a 7:30 pm consistory meeting. And there was no trace of the hikers. They
Halfway up the mountain, we parked our car anOreturned to Abbotsford to share the troublesome
’ news.

started hiking, following the trail signs that
pointed the way up. After a few hours of That evening the consistory worked through its
climbing, we reached a plateau that provided a agenda without its pastor, and the wives of the
scenic viewpoint. We sikerssgentihennightwerryirngfand @ondeding
beautiful handiwork. At that elevation, the first what had happened to their spouses. The
snow had covered the ground. A cold wind vandalized car and no trace of their men caused
blew. considerable concern. Prayers were sent up.

After a short rest, it was decided to go down the The lost pastors spent the night in darkness
mountain, this time by a different route. We trying to keep the frigid night air out by huddling
again followed posted signs. After an hour of around a smoky campfire. When the first light
descending, the trail suddenly ran dead! We finally began to break we found our way to the
realized we were in trouble. (We found out later parking loB and ran right into the police, who,
that vandals had redirected the signs.) Since together with the men of the search party, had
darkness would soon be upon us, we decided come looking for us. What a relief to see

not to retrace our steps but forget about the familiar faces and feel safe again!

trails and rather go down the mountain in a
direction which we thought would lead us
straight to where the car was parked.

The following Sunday the
church bulletins reported
an unusual happening.
Alas, we failed to find the car. It dawned on us Instead of

that we were hopelessly lost. By then darkness shepherds looking
had set in so we decided that it would be best tofor their sheep,
stay put for while. Perhaps a rescue party wouldhis time the

start to look for us? sheep had to go
looking for their
shepherds!

In the meantime down below, the consistory
meeting was about to begin with no pastor Van
Egmond in sight. My wife had gone ahead with
serving dinner to the children, hoping | would EEN
likely show up later.



Thief IN THE PASTOR'S FAMILY!

It was about 4:30 pm and Reverend Heyboer was driving down Old Clayburn Road about a quarter of a mile
from the parsonage. Suddenly, running on the shoulder of the road to his lefhatkrgaded, was Juper,
Heyboerds small dog. Clutched between his teeth
course the shoakp hen was returned, but the dog by nature was a recalcitrant one. Several weeks later, a
contractor came to repair a leak in the roof of the activity center. He carefully removed his large shoe boots
before climbing up the ladder. Once the contractor was on the roof, he saw the notorious Juper. It was too

| ate. The shoe boot was gone, never to be recove
went to Gerald Boscho6és family in the Fraser Vall
Then suddenly the otailé of the dog ended.

Marvin Heyboer

..
........

One of my earliest memories of our church (Second CRC) is of meeting in the old gym building at the
Abbotsford Christian School on the Abbotsfistidsion Hwy. One Sunday | brought my little sisters Ann

and Susan to the school building for Sunday School. The teacher hadn't arrived yet, so | assured the parent
that | would wait with the children until she ca
| had better tell the children a Bible story. Then we made some pictures about the story on the chalk board
and played a game. And that is how | became a Sunday School teacher at age 11.

Our first pastor was Rev. Marvin Heyboer. He made quite the impact. Once he peeled an orange during his
sermon; | don6ét remember why. He also walked rig
who had fallen asleep in church! He kept right on preaching, and when the startled man woke up, he smiled
and went back to the pulpit, never missing a beat.

Fifty years have passed. | was married in this church, had 9 children baptized here, and had 8 children do
profession of faith herdvany things have changed over the years, but in this church my faith has been
nurtured and grown. Praise be to God!

JoAnn Dykstra



THERE ARE THE MOST valued PLAYERS
AND THEN THERE ARE THE MOST inju red PLAYERS

That morning was a very special time of worship for legcast. You guessed it: a broken !
Living Hope (Second CRC). The worship service wasplaying ball with the young

in an ancient, creaky, broldown gymnasium people.

overlooking the Matsqui flats. The place was packed

full. The occasion markeNdotSOPUbhcatertthe J eHvoeD
first Reverend; the Revellfe%f%lgy%abar}eerntﬁ% &Zha ; Ff.lVl
Hopeds first |naugural a%rBst?\éqF’rase?\yb gSSS| everendos

inaugural. The worship hour had come. Leading the
council members through the narrow aisle was Vice
President Jake Kingma. But there was no Reverend.

CRC. It started in Sumas, Washington, on a Saturday
night where Living Hope played in a church softball
league. The Reverend was on third base and tried to
Then came the announcement: the new, young pastoscore on a ground ball. The catcher blocked home
Reverend Heyboer, was not to preach that Sunday plate, so the Reverend lowered his shoulder to clear
morning. Saturday afternoon, while playing football the way. An hour later he was examined in Emergency
with the young men of the congregation, hisarmwasat t he Abbotsford Hospita
severely broken. Kingma read a sermon, but the afterhe was told.

church buzz was about: What happened? Where wer
they playing? Why was a reverend playing football?
What did he come here for, to preach or play ball?
(The story was soon publishedenWachtandThe

The next morning, he preached in Agassiz CRC as part

of a scheduled pulpit exchange of Classis British

Columbia. As was the custom at the time, at the

Banmg conclusion of worship, the leading elder was to step
forward to shake hands with the visiting pastor to

After a year had passed, the young Reverend, wife express his approval. But that morning no hand shake

Jackie, and daughter Julie were no longer living in thewas offered to the Reverend. The lead elder was

Canadian Reformed parsonage. A wing of classroomsleeply troubled that the Reverend only raised his right

an activity center, and a parsonage had been built onarm for the benediction. A true benediction was to be

Old Clayburn Road. Then one Sunday morning, as thdone with two arms raised, not one.

congregation arrived for worship in their new activity

Ssﬂtzr,nthe Sirngsko? tgeas?ge ;V(?reeplulljd dcg)sed. ti%e c%n% Jﬁatl n%w tkz?a me altil%tt)he ost in ureg W e

pulled, and there stood the Reverend behind the playere etond CRC otstofd:*

pulpit. How strange it was. At first only those in the  Marvin Heyboer

front seats could see it; this time the Reverend was in a

At a precious farewell, the Reverend was honoured by

| wrote a story for the 2&anniversary about how my family forged a path from our house to the church. We
would walk to church on this shortcut all year. My parents sent us ahead because they hadnotetaftat

home (wink, wink). | believe they wanted us to clear the path of spider webs. We preferred that our tall brother
Jack, go first, but that was not always the case. Each of us had to wield the stick that we swung back and fortt
and down, as we walked the path to church to clear it of all the spider webs.

Ouir first pastor, Rev. Heyboer, broke his leg while playing baseball. He had a walking cast. He came to our pl:
for a cold drink one summer and wal ked that ©path
pretty funnylooking to us because they were a shoe and a square block.

Jocelyn Ratzlaff g



HISTORY
CONTINUED..

1975 1976

The Cadet Building was completed, A proposal was made to install a

1977

Plans began to establish a third sister

built strictly by volunteer labour. new public address system in the church in Abbotsford, leading to the

Permission was granted to the $700
Serendipity Pf8chool to use part of :
the facilities for morning classes.  The one and a half acres of land

It was decided to purchase the Bac Zg%ggthe church was sold for

to God Chapel on Vye Road for T

$3,500. Janna Dieleman resigned as
custodian, and Helen Bosch was
hired to take over the position.

sanctuary at an approximate cost offormation of Trinity CRC.

A sizable part of the congregation

was not prepared to accept
consistoryds deci s
juice instead of w
Supper. For the sake of unity and
harmony, a compromise was reached
to include both in each tray.

Cal Tuininga accepted an offer for
the position of intern pastor. In
September, he and his wife Ellen
were appointed as youth leaders.




1978 1979 1980

After Cal and Ellen Tuininga left, In April, the deacons sponsored a In January, Rev. H. Aubrey Van

Ken Rip became the new intern Hunger Awareness Dinner to Hoff, pastor of Transcona CRC in
pastor. demonstrate in a practical way the Winnipeg, accepted a call to Second
Three members of the church were inec?gities of food distribution in the Church.

appointed to attend the Evangelism world. A beautiful Yamaha grand piano was
Training Seminar in Seattle in In July, Rev. Harry Mennega purchased to assist the congregation
October. accepted a call to the Cephas CRC in praising God.

The following note appeared in the in Peterborough, Ontario. In October, Rev. Van Hoff began

November 26 bul | éAssistant pasioAKeh Rimacdepted deading a weekly Open Bible class.
thank yo:cj toﬂt]hef shg:lgp Wr;]o st:gwed Ealléo th?/vl\gountalnwew CRCin | October, an introductory meeting
concern for the Tamilies when the ynden, ' was held for Coffee Break Bible

shepherds were | Mardy reMé’e@sc!a?cé(pedrfrj)nﬁg ht ‘Sfldy.

Harry Mennega, Ken Rip and Peter ioinam and other Asian countries,

?1/_?(@ EgmoSnd had'\%ottetn .IOSt v(\;hri]le q and Second CRC became involved
Iking on sumas Mountain and had ;, sponsoring a number of these

to spend the night up there. families.

In May and December, joint worship
services were held to witness and
celebrate the baptism of a number of
Indo-Chinese refugees.

During a time of vacancy, Reuv.

William Verwolf, a retired pastor

from Lynden, often stepped in as

guest pastor.

Dao Tran, one of Living Hope's current members, was sponsored by the
church as he began his journey to escape Vietnam in 1985. In an interview, for
a book called Refuge: Works Inspired by Refugees Who Journeyed to Canada,
Dao recounts, "We came to Canada, and | am really thankful for it. We getto

enjoy life here.” When he arrived he first lived with Henk and Mary Vos who,
he says, became his adoptive parents. Dao joyfully shares that they still see
each other for Thanksgiving, birthdays, and Christmas. "We always come
together like a family.”




HISTORY
CONTINUED..

19081 1982 1983

In February, a proposal to purchase Those interested in forming a new Having discussed the matter at great
0The New Chur ch @histian ®&éfarmed @hsirch in length, consistory decided in April to
approved. Abbotsford were invited to attend terminate approval for the Praise

the first combined Praise and and Fellowship evenings and
Fellowship Meeting. It was held in discontinued support for the effort
the Abbotsford Christian School  of the proposed CRC in Abbotsford.

In May, Rev. Livingstone Chen
accepted the call to work in

Abbotsford among Chinese brothers
gym

and sisters.
Zion Chinese CRBegammeeting in
the facilities of First CRC.

October 3 marked the 125
anniversary of the CRC as a
denomination.

It was decided to proceed with the
calling of a youth pastor.

The first rehearsal was held for the
first Christmas male choir becoming
an annual tradition for many years.

zFor greatisthe LORD 8j K©ohl n2 ©+1 j 2 a3 ©I
1 CHRONICLES 16:25

12



1984 1985 1986

The formation of Faith and Action A second floor was added to the ~ The InterChurch Committee

groups was encouraged to foster noteducational wing because existing discussed the matter of establishing
only Bible study, but also the care of classroom usage was at a maximumanother Christian Reformed Church
others and pos;smle support of The facilities ended up being used E(:)hfollow gggstak:gshfmerg; of Zion
MISSION projects. by Abbotsford Christian School Inese as the tourth.

because a fire had destroyed a largeThis fifth church, called New Life

part of the elementary school. CRC, began worship services at the
Pentecostal Bible College in
Clayburn.




HISTORY
CONTINUED..

1987 1988 1989

Rev. Aubrey and Dianne Van Hoff It was a difficult year for Rev. Van In April, the Revised Standard
celebrated their 23vedding Hoff as he experienced recurring Version pew Bibles were replaced
anniversary on June 27. chest pains to the point where the with the New International Version
A quotation from the October 25 decision was made to perform openBibles.

bulletin: oln fu tﬂeﬁ”rsgrgery ang {pstap a ymberqfs May, iAflah TeKrony resigned to
be available after the worship bypasses. He gradually began to . ..o5'the quties of youth director at
service. Some complaints were ~ '€Sume some of his responsibilities .\, ‘righton CRC in Minnesota.
received about persons readihg as pastor.

Banneduring the proclamation of  Arlan TeKrony from Grand Rapids In July, it was decided teruof the

churchoés sanctuary

Godd6s Word. o was appointed as Director of Youth
and Community Outreach. In July, Rev. Van Hoff accepted a
During Rev.VanHofi s i | | car%;%goveﬁaentvCRC In Barrie,

Dick Bouma led many of Second
CRCds worship services.




1990 1991 1992

At the end of January, Rev. C. Harry Members were encouraged to take At a congregational meeting in

Salomons, pastor of Bethel CRC in theDiscover Your Gi#minar to February, approval was given to
Newmarket, Ontario accepted the  become better equipped in best outfit a church office and to

call to Second CRC. serving the Lord in the purchase a portable classroom.
Around the same time, Pastor Herb congregation. On November 24, Rev. Harry and
deRuyter accepted the offer to In February, consistory had a frank Vernetta Salomons celebrated their
become the Director of Youth and and open discussion on the issue of25h wedding anniversary. The
Evangelism. women in office and came to the  congregation gathered to celebrate

foll owing deci si thisjoyfullo&asion an Noveamber 29y ¢
that, unless we receive clearer
Biblical evidence, we will not
implement the decision by Synod of
1990 regarding women in the office The new grey Psalter Hymnals were
of elder, ministpuchasedd evangel i st .

Sharon Vaandrager was hired as theT@erd%c'&si%n was made to establish Volunteers painted the exterior of

In September, Pastor Herb
introduced a new framework for the
youth ministry that included core/
youth groups, fellowship/friendship
nights, and celebration nights.

Friendship services were held in the
church every three months.

churchés first secder &l ¥ a pdimne basis.  the church building.

After years of faithful service, Helen
Bosch retired as custodian.

BULLETIN FLASHBACK | November 15, 1992

"The Administration Committee would like to draw
the attention of the parents who attend the coffee
social after church to emphasize that they also

look after their children. Some of the children do
hot behave very well, the curtains on the stage
should not be used as Tarzan swings.”




SHARED blessings

The years we spent in Abbotsford, serving Living Hope (or Second CRC as we knew it), are forever etched in o
hearts. Other than our years in Sri Lanka, Abbotsford was the longest stay with one congregation. With fondne:
recall the day we arrived, and Peter Vandervelden drove over to the parsonage to meet with us. All our furniture
etc., had been transported from Winnipeg while we enjoyed a holiday on the way. When we made our way thro
the large parsonage, we were amazed to see beds made and furniture in place! Thank you for these blessings.

Over the nine years in Abbotsford, many friendships were developed that continue today, and for every one we
grateful. Each time we returned, for one reason or another, it was a warm welcome from all of you. When the
chil dren got married you were more than gracious,
homes in the U.S. Of course foremost, we will never forget your compassion and care for us as a family when F
Aubrey Van Hoff suffered through his heart attack and bypass surgery. For at least a year he was not able to w
too much, but you were kind in serving us, even though we were called to serve you. Thank you for these bless

As we close, we would |Iike share with you the Lor
scene is a dining room in a hospital rehab where Rev. Aubrey was sitting at a table, and Dianne went to the Kitc
(right beside the dining room) for some water. |In
we have often reflected on this as Rev. Aubrey vi
was saying to him, o0Come, to Jesus!o6 In reflectio
Luke 17:10, 0So you al so, when you have done all

have only doneé whatywasco®luebdatteg .tbhi s o0gol dend ani
Eternal and Living Hope of Jesus, 6 resting in Him

Thank you for being a blessing to us,
The Van Hoff Family




When Vernetta and | look back at our coming to Living Hope in
1990, we feel it was the beginning of a distinctively new phase of our
livesd a time of many firsts. It was the first time either one of us
came to be on the western side of the Rockies, at least on the
Canadian side of the border. It was also the first time we lived in a
home of our own. Near the end of our apear stay in Abbotsford,

for the first time, we became empty nesters after both our youngest
son Luke and daughter Leah had gone off to university or college.
Lastly, it was the first and only time we celebratedtitlm@yersary

of our wedding day, an occasion that gave us many tokens of love
from the congregation. This happened shortly following our journey
to the Holy Land on which we were invited by Jake Kingma and his
sister Alice to be helpers and spirit
had the opportunity to thank God for keeping us together, happy and
in love for half a century.

We have many happy memories of living in the glorious environment

of the Lower Mainland. t wasndt only the extraord
place that made us glad to be living there. Even more memorable for

us was the warm welcome we received when we first arrived and the

friendships we developed and continue to experience.

It has always been a great privilege and joy for Vernetta and myself to

serve the Lord and His people wherever He has placed us. And doing

so here in Abbotsford was no different. We are deeply thankful to

God for the joy wedve had in represen
His love as it came out to us through the lives of you, His people. We

thank God for all of you, and we pray and believe that He will be with

7z

youint he years that | ie ahead. o
C. Harry Salomons



HISTORY
CONTINUED...

1993 1994 1995

Council considered the possibility ofUnder the them&reat is Thy Candidate Curtis Korver accepted a
starting a second morning service toFaithfulngsSecond CRC celebratedcall and was ordained on March 12.
deal with overcrowding but most its 2% anniversary on March 3. Coffee Break, Story Hour, youth

people were not that keen on the Discussions continued as to whetheactivities, catechism classes, choir,

idea. to daughter a church or have two Praisemakers, Cadets, Calvinettes,
Council went on record in morning services. Households of Faith, young adults,
Sep_te_mber as being opposed to the Pastor Herb deRuyter accepted a Cgllpd Ladies Bible Study, were just
decision of Synod 1993 to opening to Chilliwack CRC some of the regular weekly activities.

the office of elder, minister and
evangelist to women. A number of refugees from Iran

were sponsored.

Over 240 children attended Vacation
Bible School (VBS), 40 of them not
In October, the council appointed a being from a church background.

committee to look into the Many families resigned from Second

Eﬁj?&?}'“ty of establishing a daughter Church in regard to the issue of

: women in office and other concerns
The matter of <children at t he L othegl@ad aboutthe direction of the
Supper was discussed. CRC denomination. They
established their own church called
Immanuel Covenant Reformed
Church on Matsqui prairie.

During the summer months, the
CRCs in Abbotsford began taking
turns hosting evening services.
A letter was received from Second
CRCOs daughter <chu
council that it would be starting on
its own at the Heritage campus of
Abbotsford Christian School.
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1996 1997 1998

A formal senebff was held for Rev. Harold DeJong was hired on a The congregation was divided into 12
members who decided to become parttime basis to provide pastoral regular districts and 4 youth districts.

part of Hillside CRC. care in the congregation. Youth Ministry was renamed Student

Council focused on the need for Rev. Harry Salomons was granted aDynamics.
healing in the wake of the hurt felt  threemonth sabbatical. For the Lorddés Sui

by ma;ly a}:‘_ter the resignation of Rev. Curtis and Jessica Korver werehat only grape juice would be
many families. married on July 5. served.

A new Christian Reformed Church
was established in Mission called churchés new custodian. Prior to

Mission Hills CRC. the appointment, the work had been
A new mission statement was done by Sid and Kathy Vander
adopted with the tagli@ather, Werff and Clarence and Ann

Equip, Serve Wielenga.

Ann Oenema was hired as the

The name Calvinettes was changed
to GEMS an acronym f@&@irls
Everywhere Meeting the Saviour.

BULLETIN FLASHBACK | January 1996

Judith McLoed of Abbotsford sent the following text for publishing to Reader's Digest,
the words of which had been on Second Church's sign three years prior in 1993,

‘Next to a road being widened | read on a church bulletin board 6 'Be patient, we are
all under construction.’ After the construction was finished the same church board
read, A wide road doesn’t bring the destination any closer.”
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25th Anniversary Celebration

March 3, 1994
THEME | “Great is Thy Faithfulness, O God!”




Toge ther IN FELLOWSHIP

‘Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, with gratitude

[ hearts to God."
In your hearts 1o GO Colossians 3:16

i “m{ T
A T ¢

Srit e l dli -
L4 LAk :#',‘,'!“ RN

RERERn il |3,

e MR







l l Six and a half years are enough time to store up plenty of
memories. arrived looking far too young to be a
ministerThat assessment probably d
then, but 161 admit that 16d
same regularity todayvas single at the outset but left
with a wife and two childrémone more would complete
our family about a year later.

As big as family is, the best story | recall goes back to

before | became a pastor at the church, back to the very

first visit in the calling process.a social event with

council and calling committee members and spouses,

Jessica and | mingled and pretended we were

comfortable with all these strangers. Kudos to Jessica for

making the trip at alwe had met less than three

months earlieArie Timmermans, a man for whom we

would gain much affection, sat in a chair directly across

from Jessica and asked when we would be married.

Jessica did not miss a b8ae patted her belly, looked

Ari e straight in the eye and s
because this |little guy will s

For one of the very few moments of his life, Arie fell
silent.

The room fell silent.

Finally, someon@probably Jack Vaandraddyurst out
laughingl spent the rest of the evening wringing my
hands and assuring everyone that Jessica was, in fact,
kidding.

It remains about the best story | can tell from those good
days in Abbotsford. ¢

Curtis Korver
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HISTORY
CONTINUED..

1009 2000 2001

The first group of women caregiversAs contemporary music became  Rev. Curtis Korver started a Tuesday
was commissioned in January. increasingly popular, it was decidedmorning prayer group.
The main floor nursery and g;at Second Chu.rch wou[d hqve Julie Van Eetas hired as the new

ended worship: a combination of : :
classrooms were renovated. o worship coordinator.

contemporary songs and traditional

Rev. Harry Salomons accepted a calymns. Much appreciation was expressed in
to Rehoboth CRC in Bowmanwville, recognition of the Case and Jocelyn
Ontario. Timmermans family for supplying
beautiful flowers in the sanctuary
Council was restructured to have each Sunday.
both administrative elders and
Council discussed the feasibility of pastoral elders.
merging with First CRC.

Gail Timmermans was hired as
office administrator.
Merwin Rylaarsdam was hired as

worship coordinator.
Rev. Curtis Korver accepted a call to

Covenant CRC in Calgary.

A town hall meeting was held to The Joanne Driesen family donated

discuss renovations, IMProvements, . » ytiful stained glass windows that

family visiting, alternate evening were installed at the front of the

services, celebrations and concerns, . -, ary.

Karin Veenstra was hired as the new
worship coordinator

Paul Brandsma was hired as Youth
Director.

BULLETIN FLASHBACK | April 1, 2001

From the Coffee Committee: '‘Due to the combination of a lower Canadian dollar
and a moderate rise in the price of coffee beans, the Coffee Committee has

decided that it would begin collecting a nominal fee for coffee served after
church on Sundays. Until further notice, a suggested ‘donation’ of 25 cents per
cup will be collected for coffee served. Thank you for your understanding and
patience.”
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l l Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into a LIVING HOPE through the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
1 Peter 1.3

2002 2003 2004

Rev. Colin Vander Ploeg from The OFIl ower i ng o PaulBlardsma resighed asyouth
Trinity CRC in Edmonton accepted where the congregation covers a  director to pursue a career with the
a call to Second Church. large wooden cross with fresh Abbotsford Police Department.

Second CRC changed its name to flo;/vers, became a beautiful symbol

k";,'g?eer%e CRC inthe spirit of become a mueloved tradition
e every Easter Sunday. Josh Ferguson became the new youth

Many youth outreach projects : director.
occurred throughout the year. Cadets and GEMS continued to

enjoy a variety of activities and
The first Harvest Party community  outings including campouts and
event was held to give fatherson/motherdaughter
neighbourhood children a Halloween evenings.

alternative and to invite them to a
fun activity at Living Hope.

Christd Council hostedanelg %urh od
ristos resd Bangcﬁeohtﬂelastd yofV

Hei di Saat hof became Living Hopeo:
new worship coordinator.

On All Nations Heritage Sunday
people were asked to dress in ethnic
costumes.

BULLETIN FLASHBACK | April 8, 2001

From the Coffee Committee: "The 25-cent donation for Sunday morning coffee has
been removed. To those who donated we simply say thank you' and 'April Fools'

The proceeds will be donated to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. As scheduled
coffee servers on April 1%, we felt that we could not pass up this opportunity to pull
an April Fools prank” Carl & Petra Vreeman and Gary & Renita Vos
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HISTORY
CONTINUED..

2005 2006 2007

A prayer chain was begun so that A church website was launched.  The Disability Concerns Ministry

those with computers could be . : .« +was introduced.
informed throughout the week of David Ratzlaff designed a beautiful,

NEW Draver Concerns striking banner for the sanctuary. Focus was given to
pray ' vision statement.o Gather, To
The topic of <chi @

concept of |{1tenpoHaI glvw% r BQdis, To Serve
Supper was discussed by Council.

nt O uce

Many enjoyable events continued tqQ Grace Through Every Genestion

Denise Vandeolen was hired as of the tne tr}e eqfor Ehea Sl_hL %r%ng
Living Hopeds ne X\éler]idgr a%ﬁrlgtrlha% Eahdlellght service celebrating't
service, a prehristmas hymn sing, anniversary of the _Chrlstlan
yeafin-review pictures at the New Refor.med Church in North
Yeards Eve ser vi'%nleer,'ca'a seniors
Christmas banquet, and the Adam Van Dop was hired the
Commo@Ghristmas greetings. new Youth Director.
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2008 2009 2010

Many service projects were held Weekly ministries included a specialRev. Colin Vander Ploeg was granted
throughout the year highlighted by needs support group, a youth a threemonth sabbatical.

teams that went to Haiti, China, New community service weekend, youth
Orleans, Eastern Europe and Hong retreats, Bible study groups, the
Kong. Walk for Lysa, Coffee Connection,

professions of faith, prayers for the :
Henry Lucas was honoured on the ill and hurting, and Food Bank Henny Moman, Jenny Huizenga,

occasion of being a church organist . . Maaike Pater and Jan Vaandrager.
service projects.

for 50 years. David Ratzlaff participated in the
Paralympic Torch Run.

The following ladies were honoured
upon retirement from serving on the
Kitchen Committee for 40 years:

Pastor John Koster was the intern
pastor during Rev.
leave.

Sandra Ferguson was hired as the
new worshigoordinator.

Council was restructured into four
district teams, each team having a
district elder, four pastoral visitors,
two deacons and two caregivers.
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Full of Surprises

Rev. Colin Vander Ploeg Reminisces

There are a lot of fun memories over 12 years. One more memory is of a regular Sunday

Everything from being welcomed to the morning service with Henry Lucas at the organ.
congregation via dunk tank at the church picnic,l had just announced the next song we were

to sputtering and chattering babies being lifted going to sing when | glanced over at Henry and

back up after their generous washing in baptismhe was looking at me, holding his glasses which

to a fainting best man at a wedding that had  were in two pieces! They had just fallen apart. |
probably half a dozenwdo&edr svpresenthi é aarh@t he
all Il eft him | yi mhg on sdelithous theBas the Lérd firavides eveneén 0
heds f i neo he just f athesnaktdings. Itjust so happened that

someone had left scotch tape on the floor

beside the organ. We hastily taped the glasses
Having grown up in a snow belt in Ontario, back together and worship continued.

lived for 3 years in snowy Grand Rapids, and
for 6 years in snowy Edmonton, it is really
amazing that the only Christmas Day in my life
where church was cancelled because of snow
was at Living Hope, Christmas Day 2008. A
steady falling of huge flakes in early morning
and absolute stillness made for an incredibly
beautiful walk to the church to change the sign
to say, O0Service Canc¢

So here are a few others.

Sometimes there are unwanted guests in churck
One Sunday morning when | was preparing to
read the sermon passage during the service, an
had just invited the congregation to turn to the
passage, a very large spider rappelled down froi
the ceiling and landed right on the page of the
Bible | was about to read. | am not that spider
friendly, so | calmly but with some repulsion,
closed the Bible on the critter. Then | opened it
to that page and he was still moving! So |
closed the Bible more firmly and that was the
end of that. I dondt
congregation noticed anything.
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l l For | know the plans
| have foryou,”
declares the LORD,
“plans to prosperyou
and not to harm you,
plans to give you a

hope and a fut ure .
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HISTORY
CONTINUED..

2011 2012 2013

This was another great year of A Personnel Committee was formedCouncil passed a motion welcoming
community building and outreach to review the job descriptionsof chi | dren to the Lo
activities, including cake being church staff. Parents have the responsibility to

train their children in matters of
faith, including participation in the
ordds Supper.

served on a Volunteer Appreciation tha church library continued to

Sunday, a San Diego Youth missiong, o nq \yith new books added ever
trip, Grad Sunday, a Welcome BaCkyear

service and barbecue in September

v ) - m i [ . ud
aBuilding Community in Our Churéhi vi ng Hopeds S a? e % C% 0%i%
sermon series, a Pizza and Movie Was updated. grtz;z//g time were startet by Pastor

Night, a Harvest Party in October, A purpose statement at Living Hope .

an All Nations Potluck Dinner, was draftedfo gather a community’dffionthly seniors group met for

Christmas carolling in the people into a deepening relationsffiee: fellowship and a variety of

neighbourhood and an Abbotsford \yith God and to take care of the dg [pative presentations. Each

Food Bank service project. whom God connects us to. pring they organized bus tours to
places including Whistler,

Rev. Steve Hayes from South Vancouver, and Vancouver Island.
Dakota was hired as Pastor of

Discipleship. Rev. Harold De Jong retired from

his position as visiting pastor.

Rev. Colin Vander Ploeg accepted a
call to Bethany CRC in Fenwick,
Ontario.




2014 2015 2016

Pastor Steve Hayes and Jake Pastor Ken Ritsema from Cephas CRThe WE program was initiated at
Groeneweg prepared a Lenten serieeterborough, Ontario accepted a Living Hope, with entire families
on theSeven Sayings of Jesus orcalido Living Hope. meeting for dinner followed by an

Cros A group of 19 youth and adult leaders'Nteractive Bible study.
A congregational survey was went to Mexico to engage in Another Sunday evening activity was
conducted. evangelism and build houses for peopdeseversession DVD Bible study

Al and Sue Wisselink were there. series by Ray Vander Laan called

commissioned as voluntary pastorédinn Oenema resigned as custodian Walking With God in the Desert

visitors to the senior members.  after seventeen and a half years of Pastor Ken preached a series of

faithful service. sermons on Christéo

V\}\/Iount under the them&hat Would
Jesus Say Abdit...

The Dordt College Concert Choir
from Sioux Center, lowa performed
in the sanctuary on March 9.

The Breakfast Club was started at
Margaret Stenersen Elementary Rosalie Luymes was hired as the ne
School on Old Clayburn Road.  custodian.

It was determined that Steve HayeRBastor Adam Van Dop became

was not a good fit as Discipleship Associate Pastor of Discipleship and
Pastor, so he became Associate Congregational Care.

Pastor until he received and accepﬁ.% theme for the fall wsgging into Pastor Ken preached a sermon series

a call to a CRC in California. the Wat Eor five weeks in connection® N & he Lordds Pray

with that theme, Pastor Ken hid a The first Womends
yellow shovel with memory verses

inscribed on it. If children found it anc@
memorized the verses, they would
receive treats from Pastor Ken.

new ministry callddearts ddope
as formed to offer support and
prayer to women experiencing
difficulties in infertility and
pregnancy loss.

Small Groups were renamed to
Community Groups.

Jim Holmgren retired as church
treasurer, and Ray Olthuis took over

GOD CAN BRING... the position.
PEACE to your pa st Freedom Session began meeting at
PURPOSE to your present

Living Hope.

Lena Blain was hired as the new
& HOPE to your future. worship coordinator.

A new name was established for the

(meditation on John 14:27) seniors grouproung at Heart

Gail Timmermans retired after
serving nearly 17 years as office
administrator.




HISTORY
CONTINUED..

2017 2018

After a Sunday morning service, the congregation  The Christian Reformed Church in North America
learned that Pastor Ken had recently been diagnosed CRCNA) Net wor k voted Liwvi
with a rare form of pancreatic cancer. Many tears of the top ten CRC websites of 2018.

flowed from the people after the announcement. A Celebration Evening was held on February 17 to thank

Fraser Valley Montessori School began meeting in tweod for His blessings on the beautiful and recently

upstairs classrooms. completed sanctuary renovation.
Council worked on 0Mi ni ditMarch, Stever Bekanpasa began hishwark as tnterigny
were to include. pastor to work alongside Pastor Ken in the areas of

A complete renovation of the sanctuary began in Jul))fvorSh'p leading and pastoral care.
with crowded but cozy services held in the FellowshipAfter several meetings of study and discussion by church
Hall. council, the motion to recommend names of both

yafiigdmen, aod womep psngmingigri o §1g offizes

g
Bethany Van Kampen was h der and was carried and p

office administrator. 0
At a congregational meeting in May, approval was

granted to repaint the exterior of the building and to
redo the parking lot drainage, paving, curbing, and

landscaping.

The Renovation Committee did a magnificent job

updating the sanctuary. Everyone commented on

how amazing it looked.

Worshi rvi n reamed live. -
orship se. V|c.es bega t_o be streamed live Several building upgrades were completed: a new roof

A communityoriented Christmas event was held on awas put on the Fellowship Hall, a new family/accessible

Saturday in December, incorporating beautiful washroom was added off the downstairs hallway, and a
Christmas carols, a reading of the nativity play,  paging system was added to all classrooms to make
cookies and hot drinks, crafts and even a live petting communication easier between volunteers addtgn

zoo! ushers.

planning for the March 2019 celebration of Living Hope
C R C o6tsannbvérsary.

Il n October, with regret co
request for early retirement caused by limitations

In September, a committee was formed to begin
associated with his advanced cancer.

On November 1, a special congregational meeting was
held with the sole purpose of discussing the topic of
women in office. The vote on the matter at Living Hope
was held following the worship service on November 25,
resulting in 65.5% being in favour. A majority of at least
60% in favour was required.

Pastor Ken preached his last sermon as pastor at Living ‘
Hope CRC on December 2.
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2019

Using the them&iving Thanks for the Past. Rejoicing in the Present. PreparrigviogtHegeu@GRC

celebrated its 8@nniversary on March 1, 2 and 3. The weekend involved a celebration dinner on Friday, a
community carnival on Saturday, and a special worship service on Sunday. The text from Hebrews 13:8 was the
of the celebrations: 0Jesus Christ is the same ye:

2
i o i - -
5 B F7

= — : - E’ | r
» Q. E = ,‘ L ‘l‘:\\d : ;‘:‘9_ 7 ‘:vj:;irf v 3”* m" R ;.;' *:
U, YT e e T e B o | S
ﬂg;.\?\ = S o %) P ;

Vv







God is good i
ALL THE TIME, '7
All the time |
GOD IS GOOD!
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A Heart for
MISSIONS

During my years serving here at Living Hope, | have had the opportunity to lead and send nine teams of all
generations into the world to serve the Lord where He is already working. Fr@0190Q87 people have been
sent out to Mississippi, California and Mexico.

The memories are deep and wide when it comes to p
2008 Hurricane Katrina Service trip quite well. In the 13 projects that our very talented team took on, the home
that we completed was by far the most tremendous experience. The home belonged to a man named Skip, wt
worked tirelessly to serve with local missions to see his commestiplished, while ignoring his own needs.

Our team finished his home: painting walls, installing the kitchen and its flooring, purchasing appliances, hangir
wallpaper, and much more. His tears of gratitude as we said our goodbyes were etched into our hearts for the
of our lives.

Our youth teams were also amazingly impactful, not just to those whom we were sent to serve but to ourselves
well. In my time at Living Hope, we have seen 73 youth and leaders travel into San Antonio Del Mar and share
with the YWAM Tijuana missionaries. On those trips, we will have built five homes (the fifth in March 2019) for
five families who otherwise could only dream of having their own home. Giving such tangible gifts has been a
blessing for those who received them, as well as for our community who has given them. When students at Li\
Hope make their Profession of Faith, we continue to hear of the impact that these trips have in the faith journey
our youth.

Adam Van Dop
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Community Connections

By Pastor Adam Van Dop

KIDS HARVEST PARTY come alongside their school and be a predence

good neighbour. Turns out that another local church
| believe it was in 2010 that we ran our first kids was running a breakfast club where they served
harvest party. In its early form it was a suale pancakes to the students each Tuesday morning.
event with a few games, limited candy, limited Pearl and | joined one of their mornings to see what
decorations, and perhaps a few dozen kids who  they were doing. We loved the feel of the community
came. Afterwards, we sat back and dreamed big  that ate together, and we asked how we could help.
about the event and how we could grow it. Asthe \We started up another pancake breakfast on
years came, we added new ftamdtructed games  Thursday mornings and found a number of
and found a few great rental places where we could yolunteers to come alongside.

get a variety more. The growth we have experience

can be attributed to the team of individuals who haveglOW in the 2018/2019 season, we have a team of 12
helped facilitate this dream. Many thanks go to volunteers who rotate to serve breakfast (pancakes,

Dawn Dykstra, Andrea Eisen, Elizabeth Saathof sausages and juice) each Thursday morning. We see
Diane Vanderveen, and Pam Van Beyho have upwards of 100 students and parents each week.
all played significant roles over the yieans to all The students are the most gracious and polite group

of the 40 volunteers who have helped out each time® f T ndividuals. 1t06s real
the life of the school and share in these mornings

In October 2017, we unfortunately could not host  with them.
the event due to the ongoing sanctuary renovation.
The following month | heard from families with sad
children who deeply missed the evening. | received
few emails and a few comments from families at

Margaret Stenersen Elementary School. My favouritg @Y ! N J, ®Mb a&t phmg mh ﬁ Ff) (Ia hca
comment came from a family who ran into me ina MoM came over to me and with a deep, heartelt

l ocal store; they recog rr?ll%sglgthaﬁ»%u for groviging gthgm Wit this, o 5 ¢
guy. 6 The family shar ed OfYimetogehereaghveeky ney a1 1 ar
ready for the fun of the night but only saw our One year there were a few key teachers and

darkened building. | started to get the sense that ouadministrative staff who were retiring from their
neighbourhood really does love and appreciate the positions at MSE, and they approached us at Living
event (and the effort and finances that we pour into Hope, asking to host an assembly to mark this

it). Last year06s event menekntidthdlifepfaheipstheol. aMe joguliyd , wh
75% of them were from the surrounding community.opened our facility and welcomed in a full student

It was a joy once again to see the children excited body and their families. The fun part about all this
about being here in our facility for such a fun night! was that our congregation heard about the event and
Everyone always leaves with bags full of candy, brought homemade cookies for the students. You
precious memories as a family, and large, tired smilesh oul d have seen the smidl

A few years ago in Costco, as | was purchasing
%roceries for the club, | saw a couple children pulling
their parentds coat. I

on their face8 they are always so grateful! came out of the sanctuary and saw three tables
absolutely full of cookies! What a joy it is to be a
MSE BREAKFAST CLUB part of this neighbourhood!

It may have been in 2015 when Pearl Peters and |
were chatting about her work as an Educational
Assistant at Margaret Stenersen Elementary (MSE)
School, and we asked ourselves what kind of
opportunity we could have as a church community to




Fun Facts



